Town of Plymouth 

General Bylaws 

Chapter 173

TOWN MEETING

§ 173-1. Ballot voting.

§ 173-2. Committee vacancy.
§ 173-3. Meeting and election dates.
§ 173-4. Committees.
§ 173-5. Recess.
§ 173-6. Attendance record.
§ 173-7. Articles by petition.
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§ 173-9. Divisible motion.
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[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Plymouth 4-16-1974 by Art. 58 as Art. 1 of the 1974 Bylaws. Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Advisory and Finance Committee -- See Ch. 9.

Eminent domain takings -- See Ch. 59.
§ 173-1. Ballot voting.


A.
The Town Meeting shall always operate in open session. Secret ballots shall be used on any questions only by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting. (Contained in the Town Charter.
)


B.
The Moderator may take all votes requiring a two-thirds majority in the same manner in which he or she conducts the taking of a vote when a majority is required. [Added 10-27-1997 STM by Art. 2]
§ 173-2. Committee vacancy. [Amended 6-27-1984 STM by Art. 4]
  Any vacancy in any committee created under a vote of the town shall be filled by the appointing authority in the same manner as the original appointment.
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§ 173-3. Meeting and election dates. [Amended 11/2/99 by Article 18]
  The Town Meeting shall meet annually on the first Saturday in April and at such other times as may be determined by vote of the Town Meeting. The regular election for all town offices shall be by official ballot held on the second Saturday in May of each year. (Contained in the Town Charter.
) The Fall Annual Town Meeting shall convene on the [Deleted 4/9/12 ATM by Article 22] fourth Monday in October [Added 4/9/12 ATM by Article 22] the third Saturday in October; provided, however, that the Board of Selectmen may, consistent with G.L. c.39, §9, delay the date of said Fall Annual Town Meeting to a date no later than November 30
.   [Last Sentence Added 11/2/99 by Article 18]

§ 173-4. Committees. [Amended 6-27-1984 STM by Art. 4]

A.
Formation.



(1)
The motion for the formation of any committee by Town Meeting shall indicate whether said committee shall be a permanent or temporary committee and shall provide for the filing of reports by said committee to subsequent Annual Town Meetings.



(2)
For any permanent committee formed by Town Meeting, the motion shall also provide for three-year overlapping terms.



(3)
The motion for the formation of any temporary committee must only provide for the term of membership, not to exceed three years.


B.
Organization. When a committee is created by a vote of either an Annual or Special Town Meeting, the temporary chairperson thereof shall be designated by the appointing authority, and it shall be his or her duty to call members for organization within 30 days of his or her receipt of notification of his or her appointment. If he or she fails to call such organizational meeting within the prescribed time, it shall be the duty of the appointing authority to call such meeting.


C.
Reports.



(1)
Reports by any permanent or temporary committee formed by Town Meeting shall be submitted to the Annual Town Meeting in written form unless specific instructions to the contrary are made by the Town Meeting.
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(2)
Copies of written reports shall be submitted to the Town Clerk no later than 30 days prior to the earliest date on which the first business session of the Annual Town Meeting is to be held, but in no event later than April 1. It shall be the responsibility of the Town Clerk to compile such reports and distribute copies of such to Town Meeting members prior to the Annual Town Meeting.



(3)
If no report is made by any committee in accordance with the vote of Town Meeting, the committee shall be deemed discharged. Such committee discharged under the terms of this subsection shall only be reformed by a vote of either an Annual or Special Town Meeting.


D.
Review of committee status.



(1)
Existing committees created by a vote of Town Meeting. Each existing committee created by a vote of Town Meeting shall be reviewed at the next Annual Town Meeting following the acceptance of this section, at which time Town Meeting shall:




(a)
Vote to continue or discharge the committee.




(b)
Designate each committee as either permanent or temporary.




(c)
Establish the review date for said committee, said review date to be no later than three years following such designation.




(d)
Establish provisions for three-year overlapping terms.



(2)
Committees created after the acceptance of this section by Town Meeting. Each committee created by a vote of Town Meeting subsequent to the acceptance of this section shall be reviewed at the third Annual Town Meeting following the Annual Town Meeting at which it was created, unless otherwise stipulated by Town Meeting.



(3)
Petitioned review. The acceptance of this section does not preclude or prohibit any individual or individuals from petitioning either an Annual or Special Town Meeting for the review of the status of any committee created by Town Meeting.



(4)
Exempt committees from review status. Any committee, commission, board or other bodies formed by Town Meeting by the acceptance of any legislative acts of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts shall be exempt from the review process of this section.

§ 173-5. Recess.
  A recess shall be called within every two-hour period of a session.
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§ 173-6. Attendance record.
  After the final adjournment of every Town Meeting, the Registrars shall post a complete attendance record on the public notice bulletin board at the Town Office Building.

� Editor's Note: See Sec. 2-3-3 of the Charter.


�Editor's Note: See Secs. 2-3-1 and 5-1-1 of the Charter.








�There was discussion about picking a day.  As I recall, it was the third Saturday in October.  I inserted a reference to G.L. c.39, §9, and the Board’s ability to delay the Annual Town Meeting so that there can be no question that the Board has such authority.  This will be useful if the Town approves bylaws or borrowings at such a meeting, as the AG and bond counsel will be looking to ensure that the Board had authority to do so, and there are sometimes questions about whether G.L. c.39, §9 applies to a “fall annual” town meeting.





