Town of Plymouth 

General Bylaws

Chapter 71

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS

§ 71-1. Fees paid to treasury.

§ 71-2. Sale of town property.
§ 71-3. Disposal of obsolete or surplus equipment.
§ 71-4. Contracts.
§ 71-5. Perpetual care funds.
§ 71-6. Budget estimates.
§ 71-7. Collection of water and sewer accounts.
§ 71-8.
Reports on articles that required funding and appropriations.

§ 71-9. Bargaining agreement changes.

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Plymouth 4-16-1974 by Art. 58 as Art. 4 of the 1974 Bylaws. Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Advisory and Finance Committee -- See Ch. 9.

Capital improvements -- See Ch. 38.
§ 71-1. Fees paid to treasury.

  All town officers shall pay all fees received by them by virtue of their office into the town treasury.

§ 71-2. Sale of town property.
  The Board of Selectmen is authorized to sell property taken by the town under tax title procedure, provided that the Selectmen or whomsoever they may authorize to hold such public auction may reject any bid which they deem inadequate.


A.
Such sales shall be held only after first giving notice of the time and place by posting such notice of sale and listing of property or parcels in at least three convenient and public places and by publication of such notice and listing in at least one weekly issue of the newspaper published in Plymouth two weeks before such sale.

A. This section shall not be construed to prevent the town from disposing of such property under MGL c. 40, § 3, or in any other manner authorized by law. (Note: 
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Under Article 55 of the Annual Town Meeting of 1972 it was voted that there be no disposition of town-owned tax title land until action is taken at a subsequent 

Town Meeting with respect to the recommendations of the Land Use Study Committee.)

§ 71-3. Disposal of obsolete or surplus equipment.
  The Board of Selectmen is authorized to sell and otherwise dispose of any equipment or material in the hands of any department which is deemed by said department to be obsolete and/or of no further use by the town. The Selectmen shall determine if the equipment or material is of sufficient value to sell. No sale or disposition of such equipment or material of sufficient value to sell shall be made until after posting of notices in three public places, together with one publication in a newspaper published in Plymouth, of the time and place of such sale with a descriptive listing of articles involved at least two weeks prior thereto. A public hearing may be held preceding such sale or disposition. The Selectmen may reject any bid which they deem inadequate.

§ 71-4. Contracts.  [Amended 10-23-2006 ATM by Art. 15 – Paragraph A given “A” designation and Paragraph B added] [Amended 6-9-2007 STM by Art. 15 – Paragraph C]
A. All contracts entered into by the town or any department thereof involving the expenditure of $1,000 or more shall, prior to execution, be presented to the Town Counsel for approval as to form and legality.

B. The Town Manager is hereby authorized to enter into contracts for such periods of time as the Town Manager may determine, which may be longer than three years, but not more than ten years.
C. The School Committee is hereby authorized to enter into contracts for such periods of time as the School Committee may determine, which may be longer than three years, but not more than ten years.
§ 71-5. Perpetual care funds. [Amended 6-27-1984 STM by Art. 4]
A. The Town Treasurer is authorized to accept sums of money as perpetual care funds for cemetery lots which shall be held in trust by the town and, unless otherwise provided or directed by the donor thereof, shall be placed at interest in savings banks, trust companies incorporated under the laws of the commonwealth, banking companies incorporated under the laws of the commonwealth which are members of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or national banks or invested by cities and towns in participation units in a combined investment fund under MGL c. 29, § 38A; 
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or in paid-up shares and accounts of and in cooperative banks; or in shares of savings and loan associations; or in shares or savings deposits of federal savings and loan associations doing business in the commonwealth, to an amount not exceeding $1,000; or in bonds or notes which are legal investments for savings banks.

B. If such funds in the custody of the Town Treasurer have an aggregate amount in excess of $250,000, the Town Treasurer may also invest such funds in securities, other than mortgages or collateral loans, which are legal for the investment of funds of savings banks under the laws of the commonwealth, provided that not more than 15% of any such trust



funds shall be invested in bank stocks and insurance company stocks, nor shall more than 


1 ½% of such funds be invested in the stock of any one bank or insurance company. The 


Town Treasurer shall use the interest from such accounts for the care of such lots.

§ 71-6. Budget estimates.
  The heads of all departments and other offices of the town authorized by the law to expend money shall submit to the Town Accountant, no later than 120 days prior to the scheduled date of the Annual Town Meeting, detailed estimates of the amounts necessary for the proper maintenance of the departments under their jurisdiction for the ensuing year, with explanatory statements as to any changes from the amounts appropriated for the same purposes in the preceding year, and an estimate of amounts necessary for outlays or permanent improvements.

§ 71-7. Collection of water and sewer accounts.
  The Collector of Taxes shall collect, under the title of Town Collector, in addition to the accounts committed to him or her as Tax Collector, all accounts due with regard to water and sewer rates and charges.

§ 71-8.
Reports on articles that required funding and appropriations. [Added 4-10-1979 ATM by Art. 74; amended 6-27-1984 STM by Art. 4]

A. Any article of any previous year's Annual or Special Town Meeting that required funding, and any appropriation within the operating budget article of the Annual Town Meeting whose funding source was either the Stabilization Fund or transferred moneys from unexpended balances, shall, no later than the December 31 preceding the next Annual Town Meeting, be accounted for by the department head responsible for funding accountability of said article or appropriation. These reports shall be submitted to the Town Manager for correlation and study by the Board of Selectmen. Said information shall be forwarded to the Advisory and Finance Committee no later than the February 1 preceding the next Annual Town Meeting. The operating budget article of the Annual Town Meeting, except as otherwise noted, will be exempt from this section.
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B.
A correlation of these reports will be forwarded to all Town Meeting members with other Advisory and Finance Committee reports/materials.

§ 71-9. Bargaining agreement changes. [Added 4-9-1980 ATM by Art. 49]
  At least 15 days prior to any Town Meeting which will consider an appropriation to fund any bargaining agreement between the town and any of its bargaining units which is different in any respect from the prior agreement between the town and the bargaining unit, the town, acting by its duly authorized agent or representative regarding said agreement, shall notify each Town Meeting member of such differences.

