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REPORT & RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ADVISORY & FINANCE COMMITTEE 
Special Town Meeting - April 11, 2015 

  

ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Classification and Compensation Plans and 

the Personnel By-Law and Collective Bargaining Agreements contained therein, or take any other 
action relative thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 11-0-0).  The Advisory & Finance Committee advises 
Town Meeting to approve Article 1.  With the recent changes to minimum wage and multi-year 
increases in the lower paid positions approved at Fall Town Meeting, it has caused compression on 
some Miscellaneous D positions.  With this compression some supervisors are making about the same 
hourly wage as those they supervise.  To fix this, adjustments should be made to the following 
summer seasonal jobs with the Recreation Department: Lifeguard Coordinator, Head Lifeguard, 
Lifeguard, Beach & Park Supervisor, Water Safety Program Coordinator, and Water Safety Instructor. 
 

ARTICLE 2: To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money to be added to funds already 

appropriated under Article 7 of the 2013 Annual Town Meeting for the purpose of supplementing 
departmental expenses, or otherwise amend said vote, or take any other action relative thereto.   
BOARD OF SELECTMEN  
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval $935,000 (Unanimous, 12-0-0).  The Advisory & Finance Committee 
advises Town Meeting to approve Article 2.  Town Meeting approval of this article will allow 
supplemental budget transfers for the following items: 

1. $27,000 from Police Salary & Wages to Fire Vehicle Maintenance to offset a budgetary 
shortfall created by the unprecedented snow fall and extreme cold temperatures causing 
numerous vehicle and equipment failures. 

2. $110,000 from Policy Salary & Wages to Fire Salary & Wages Overtime to offset a budgetary 
shortfall created by the storms as well as a high absence rate due to multiple injuries on duty, 
FMLA absences, military leave and pending disability retirements. 

3. $30,000 from Police Salary & Wages and $20,000 from Redevelopment to All Town Insurance 
to offset a budgetary shortfall due to increase in building values and endorsements since July 
2014 and a few deductibles for settled claims. 

4. $48,000 from Out of District Transportation to Member Benefits to offset a budgetary shortfall 
due to increased retiree enrollment in Managed Blue supplement product. 

5. $700,000 from Free Cash to Snow & Ice to offset a budgetary shortfall.  Snow & Ice deficits can 
be raised on the Tax Rate Recap in the following fiscal year.  This winter, the Advisory & 
Finance Committee authorized Snow & Ice deficit spending up to $2.6 million.  This $700,000 
transfer from free cash will decrease the amount to be raised on the Tax Rate Recap in FY16. 

 

ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer a sum of money to pay 

certain unpaid bills of a prior fiscal year, or take any other action relative thereto.   
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval $2,346.81 (Unanimous, 12-0-0).  The Advisory & Finance Committee 
advises Town Meeting to approve Article 3.  Town Meeting approval of this article will authorize 
payment of three outstanding invoices from FY2014 totaling $2,346.81.  All of which were received 
after FY2014 closed out.  There are two invoices from Integrys for $1,520.31 and $681.50.  Funding for 
these invoices will come from the FY2015 Water Department Budget.  There is one invoice from 
Kopelman and Paige, PC for $145.00.  Funding for this invoice will come from the FY2015 Community 
Preservation Committee Administrative Budget. 
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ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or 

borrow a sum of money for the construction and/or repair and/or purchase and/or lease of 
buildings and/or replacement of departmental buildings, and/or equipment and/or capital facilities 
for various departments of the Town and/or for feasibility and other types of studies or professional 
consulting services as follows: 
or take any other action relative thereto. 

A. Library Carpet  
BOARD OF SELECTMEN      
     
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval $45,821 (Unanimous, 12-0-0).  The Advisory & Finance Committee 
advises Town Meeting to approve Article 4.  At the April 2013 Annual Town Meeting $140,000 was 
appropriated to replace all of the carpeting at the Plymouth Public Library Main Branch.  When bids 
were received this winter, it was discovered that costs have escalated and the original appropriation 
was insufficient to complete the project.  This article will appropriate $45,821 which is the amount 
needed to complete the project.  The carpet has never been replaced in the 23 years since the 
building opened.  The library has been cited by MIAA for its carpet creating a dangerous situation, 
particularly in the Children’s Room and Reference Area.  
 
 

ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to establish a Sewer Special Purpose Debt Payment Fund, 

as authorized by the provisions of G. L. c.40, §5B, which fund shall be under the care and custody of 
the Town Treasurer, and further, to raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow 
for the purpose of funding said Sewer Special Purpose Debt Payment Fund, or take any other action 
relative thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN  
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 12-0-0). The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town 
Meeting to approve Article 5.  Town Meeting approval of this article will allow the establishment of a 
Sewer Special Purpose Debt Payment Fund and transfer $4,648.10 from Sewer Retained Earnings as 
the initial deposit.  The funds are the result of premium received on a bond anticipation note for the 
Samoset Street sewer project.  Funds in the account will be used to help pay the debt service 
amortization of these projects.   
 
 

ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the provisions of G. L. c.59, §38H, G. L. c.164, 

or any other enabling authority,  to authorize the Board of Selectmen to negotiate and enter into an 
agreement for payments-in-lieu-of-taxes (“PILOT"),  for an 8.0 MW-AC Wind Turbine Project for 
Future Generation Wind, LLC on property located on Plymouth Tax Assessor’s Map 129, Lots 2A-1, 6 
and 3, a copy of which is on file in the Town Clerk’s office, or take any other action relative thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 12-0-0).  The Advisory & Finance Committee advises 
Town Meeting to approve Article 6.  Town Meeting approval of this article will authorize the town to 
accept a PILOT (payment in lieu of taxes) agreement between the town and Future Generation Wind, 
LLC for its wind turbine project.  A rate of $14,000 per MWAC is the negotiated amount.  The term of 
the agreement will be for 20 years and will include an annual escalator of 2.5%.  By entering into a 
PILOT, the town will receive a set stream of payments and have a remedy to seek damages should 
there be a default. 
 
 

 

6



 

ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to accept the provision of Chapter 32, § 20(4)(h) to allow 

the Plymouth Retirement Board to expend a portion of its funds to increase the Treasurer’s stipend 
from $1,500 to $3,000 annually, as the custodian of the funds for the retirement system, or take any 
other action relative thereto. 
PLYMOUTH RETIREMENT BOARD 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (7-6-0).  The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to 
approve Article 7.  Town Meeting approval of this article would authorize the acceptance of the 
provision of Chapter 32, § 20(4)(h) allowing the Retirement Board the authority to recommend a 
stipend of not more than $3,000 for the Treasurer for services rendered as custodian of the funds of 
the retirement system.  The Retirement Board has unanimously approved acceptance of this statute 
and feels very strongly that it should be given this authority. 
 

ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by 

purchase or otherwise a perpetual non-exclusive easement from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Department of Conservation and Recreation for purposes of reconstructing a bridge 
and for the purposes of constructing, maintaining and repairing certain improvements including but 
not limited to the manhole storm water outlet and utility poles over approximately 1,000 square 
feet of land at the southern end of Pilgrim Memorial State Park (the “Easement Area”) as shown on 
a plan entitled “ Easement Plan, Water Street at Town Brook, Plymouth, Massachusetts,” which plan 
is on file with the Town Clerk, on such terms and conditions which the Board of Selectmen may 
determine; and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the Massachusetts General 
Court for approval of such change in use and conveyance of the easement of the Easement Area 
pursuant to the provisions of Article 97 of the Amendments to the Constitution of Massachusetts,  
or take any other action relative thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 12-0-0).  The Advisory & Finance Committee advises 
Town Meeting to approve Article 8.  Town Meeting approval of this article will allow the town to 
acquire an easement from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for a small area of land at the 
southern end of Pilgrim Memorial State Park.  This easement is required by the State for the town 
to have access to allow for the bridge, headwall, guardrail and stormwater system work to be 
completed, maintained, and properly documented. 
 
 

ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to approve an amendment to the payment in lieu of taxes 

agreement between the Town and Entergy Nuclear Generation Company for the property known as the 
Pilgrim Nuclear Generation Station, as on file with the Town Clerk and entitled “First Amendment to 
Payment in Lieu of Tax Agreement,” dated December 17, 2014, or take any other action relative thereto.  
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 12-0-0).  The Advisory & Finance Committee advises 
Town Meeting to approve Article 9.  Town Meeting approval of this article will allow the town to 
extend its current three year PILOT agreement with Entergy Nuclear Generation Company for one 
additional year, through Fiscal Year 2017.  The annual payment for FY2017 shall be $9,250,000.  
Obligations of this agreement are conditioned upon the Town submitting the agreement, First 
Amendment, to the Massachusetts Department of Revenue (DOR) and DOR having no objection and 
approval of the First Amendment by the town acting by a vote of its Town Meeting.  The Town will be 
working with a consultant to negotiate a longer term PILOT, most likely a 5 year agreement, which will 
begin in FY2018. 
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ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to accept Clause 5C of G. L. Chapter 59, § 5, increasing 

the real and personal estate tax exemption for incorporated veteran’s organizations to the current 
maximum allowed under state law ($1,500,000), or take any other action relative thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 10-0-1).  The Advisory & Finance Committee advises 
Town Meeting to approve Article 10.  Town Meeting approval of this article would increase the 
exemption amount up to $1,500,000 for incorporated veteran’s organizations.  Currently an 
incorporated organization of veterans is exempt from local property taxes up to a dollar amount of the 
fair cash valuation based on local option.  Last year, after meeting with the Revenue Task Force, the 
Assessing Department has been carefully reviewing the exemptions for charitable organizations.  As 
part of the review process, they became aware of a change in the law for incorporated veterans 
organizations.  Through the acts of 2008 MGL Chapter 59, Sec 5, Clause 5C was added.  There are two 
such organizations in the Town of Plymouth.  They are the American Legion Post #40 and the Plymouth 
Memorial Post # 1822 (VFW).  Current assessments are $914,700 and $495,000 respectively. 
 

ARTICLE 11: Withdrawn 

 

ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire by 

purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, for open space and recreational purposes pursuant to 
G. L. c.44B and to accept the deed to the Town of Plymouth, of a fee simple interest or less of land 
located off Old Sandwich Road in the Town of Plymouth comprised of 88 acres, more or less, shown 
on Assessors’ Map 51 as Lot 5 and 6, and further that said land shall be held under the care, custody 
and control of the Conservation Commission and as funding therefor,  to appropriate $705,000 for 
the acquisition and other costs associated therewith from the Community Preservation Fund 
estimated annual revenues, fund balance, or reserves, and/or borrow said total sum which shall be 
reduced by the amount of any grants received by the Town pursuant to G. L.c.44B, §11 or G. L. c.44, 
§7 or any other enabling authority; and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to grant a 
conservation restriction in said property in accordance with G. L.c.44B, §12 meeting the 
requirements of G. L. c. 184, §§31-33; and to authorize appropriate Town officials to enter into all 
agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town to 
effect said purchase; or take any other  action relative thereto. 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION  
 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval $705,000 (Unanimous, 9-0-1).  The Advisory & Finance Committee 
advises Town Meeting to approve Article 12.  Approval of this article will appropriate $705,000 from 
the Community Preservation Fund for the purposes of passive recreational use and the protection 
of priority habitats of rare species.  Funds will be used to acquire 88 acres off Old Sandwich Road, 
the Hio Hill property.  This property has an elevation of 270 feet and has a great view looking out to 
Cape Cod Bay.  Acquisition of this property will enhance the conservation corridor along Old 
Sandwich Road from Ellisville Harbor to Myles Standish State Park.  The property abuts four 
hundred acres of existing conservation land purchased with CPA funds.  The land is near the Savery 
Pond Town Well, Zones 1 and 2.   
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ADVISORY & FINANCE COMMITTEE - ROLL CALL VOTING CHART 

Y  - For                               

N - Against                                 

A - Abstain                                 

X - Absent                            

Ch - Chair did not vote                                                                  
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VOTE TOTAL           
FOR-AGAINST-ABSTAIN

Y  - For                               

N - Against                                 

A - Abstain                                 

X - Absent                            

Ch - Chair did not vote                                                                  

ARTICLES                 .                            

1
Classification & 

Compensation /Personnel 

Bylaws
X Y Y Y Y Y X X Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 11 - 0 - 0

2
Supplemental 

Departmental Budgets
X Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 12 - 0 - 0 

3 Unpaid Bills X Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 12 - 0 - 0

4
Funding Projects - Library 

Carpet
X Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 12 - 0 - 0

5
Establish Sewer Special 

Purpose Debt Payment 

Fund
X Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 12 - 0 - 0 

6 Wind Turbine PILOT X Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 12 - 0 - 0 

7
Plymouth Retirement 

Board - Treasurer's 

Stipend
X N Y N Y N X N Y N N Y Y Y Y 7 - 6 - 0 

8
Acquire Easement - 

Pilgrim Memorial State 

Park
X Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 12 - 0 - 0 

9
Entergy Pilot - One Year 

Rollover
X Y Y Y Y Y X Y Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 12 - 0 - 0 

10
Inrease Tax Exemption for 

Veteran's Organizations
X Y Y Y Y A X X Y Y Y Ch Y Y Y 10 - 0 - 1 

12
CPC - Acquire Land off Old 

Sandwich Road
Y Y X Y X X X Y Y A Y Ch Y Y Y 9 - 0 - 1
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ARTICLE 1: 
 
ARTICLE 1: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Classification and 
Compensation Plans and the Personnel By-Law and Collective Bargaining 
Agreements contained therein, or take any other action relative thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 11-0-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 1.  
With the recent changes to minimum wage and multi-year increases in the lower 
paid positions approved at Fall Town Meeting, it has caused compression on some 
Miscellaneous D positions.  With this compression some supervisors are making 
about the same hourly wage as those they supervise.  To fix this, adjustments 
should be made to the following summer seasonal jobs with the Recreation 
Department: Lifeguard Coordinator, Head Lifeguard, Lifeguard, Beach & Park 
Supervisor, Water Safety Program Coordinator, and Water Safety Instructor. 
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ARTICLE 2: 
 
ARTICLE 2: To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money to be added to 
funds already appropriated under Article 7 of the 2013 Annual Town Meeting for 
the purpose of supplementing departmental expenses, or otherwise amend said 
vote, or take any other action relative thereto.   
BOARD OF SELECTMEN  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval $935,000 (Unanimous, 12-0-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 2.  
Town Meeting approval of this article will allow supplemental budget transfers for 
the following items: 

1. $27,000 from Police Salary & Wages to Fire Vehicle Maintenance to offset a 

budgetary shortfall created by the unprecedented snow fall and extreme cold 

temperatures causing numerous vehicle and equipment failures. 

2. $110,000 from Policy Salary & Wages to Fire Salary & Wages Overtime to 

offset a budgetary shortfall created by the storms as well as a high absence 

rate due to multiple injuries on duty, FMLA absences, military leave and 

pending disability retirements. 

3. $30,000 from Police Salary & Wages and $20,000 from Redevelopment to All 

Town Insurance to offset a budgetary shortfall due to increase in building 

values and endorsements since July 2014 and a few deductibles for settled 

claims. 

4. $48,000 from Out of District Transportation to Member Benefits to offset a 

budgetary shortfall due to increased retiree enrollment in Managed Blue 

supplement product. 

5. $700,000 from Free Cash to Snow & Ice to offset a budgetary shortfall.  
Snow & Ice deficits can be raised on the Tax Rate Recap in the following 
fiscal year.  This winter, the Advisory & Finance Committee authorized Snow 
& Ice deficit spending up to $2.6 million.  This $700,000 transfer from free 
cash will decrease the amount to be raised on the Tax Rate Recap in FY16. 
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Town of Plymouth 
Fire Department 

114 Sandwich Street 
Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360 

508-830-4213   
Fax 508-830-4174 

 
 
To:   Lynne Barrett, Finance Director 
         Kere Gillette, Budget Analyst 
 
From:  Ed Bradley, Fire Chief 
CC: Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager 
 
Date:   February 26, 2015 
 
RE:   Request for additional funding, Spring 2015 Special Town Meeting 

 
 
Due to the extreme weather conditions we have experienced this winter, The Fire 
Department anticipates a FY15 budget shortfall in two areas. 
 
The Vehicle Maintenance Supplies, (Org. 00102206, Obj. 548001) was funded at 
$80,000.00 for the year, as of today it has less than $7,000.00 available and there are still 
some outstanding invoices we have not yet received. 
The unprecedented snow fall and extreme cold temperatures have caused numerous 
vehicle and equipment breakdowns and failures. The weather conditions have increased 
the department’s activity by 78% over the same period in past years further taxing 
apparatus and equipment. A few of the apparatus breakdowns required expensive towing 
bills and dealer repairs. Most of the repairs were completed in-house but required 
expensive replacement parts, none of which were anticipated prior to the extreme 
weather.  
Projecting the final costs for FY15, and predicting additional issues as these weather 
conditions continue, we anticipate that an additional $27,000.00 is required to complete 
FY 15. 
  
The Overtime Account, (Org. 00102205, Obj. 51300) was funded at $690,446.00 for 
the year, and additional $60,000.00 was added at Fall Annual Town Meeting (Article 2A) 
to reflect the higher hourly rates. 
As of today the account has $152,186.25 available.  
Due to the additional staffing required to manage the multiple snow storms and extreme 
cold weather on top of a high absence rate due to multiple I.O.D (injuries on duty), 
FMLA absences and pending disability retirements, the overtime account has been 
prematurely depleted. 
 Past years spending trends indicate that we will need approximately $300,000.00 in the 
overtime account to complete the fiscal year from this date until June 30th. There appears 
to be some funding available in salaries that will make up some of this deficit, we will 
need an additional $110,000.00 to complete FY 15. 
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ARTICLE 3:  
 
ARTICLE 3: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer a sum 
of money to pay certain unpaid bills of a prior fiscal year, or take any other action 
relative thereto.   
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval $2,346.81 (Unanimous, 12-0-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 3.  
Town Meeting approval of this article will authorize payment of three outstanding 
invoices from FY2014 totaling $2,346.81.  All of which were received after FY2014 
closed out.  There are two invoices from Integrys for $1,520.31 and $681.50.  
Funding for these invoices will come from the FY2015 Water Department Budget.  
There is one invoice from Kopelman and Paige, PC for $145.00.  Funding for this 
invoice will come from the FY2015 Community Preservation Committee 
Administrative Budget. 
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ARTICLE 3 – Unpaid Bills of a Prior Fiscal Year 

Unpaid bills include: 
 
Water Department   

FY14 Integrys $ 1,520.31    

FY14 Integrys $    681.50 

   

Community Preservation Committee  

FY14 Kopelman and Paige, P.C. $    145.00 

   

 TOTAL:   $2,346.81 
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Administration (508) 830-4162 x105, Cemeteries (508) 830-4078, Engineering (508) 747-1620 x120, Highway (508) 830-4162 x101 
Maintenance/Solid Waste (508) 830-4162 x100, Parks & Forestry (508) 830-4162 x116, Recreation (508) 747-1620 x137, Sewer (508) 830-
4159, Water (508) 830-4162 x138 

            
             

To:  Lynne Barrett, Finance Director 
 
From:  Rich Tierney, Water Superintendent 
 
Ref:  Water Division Invoices Not Paid During FY 2014 
 
Date:  February 24, 2015 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Water Division in recent years has been billed twice for electrical service costs, once from 
our local utility company, NSTAR, and once from a yearly competitive electrical supplier 
(deregulation of electrical power), Integrys Energy. 
 
Two invoices didn’t get paid to Integrys Energy, due to incorrect billing addresses and the 
supplier not realizing that individual Departments and Divisions were responsible for these 
payments. 
 

 Invoice #35396920 for $1,520.31 usage from 11/14/13- 12/14/13 South Pond Well #2 
 

 Invoice #35218017 for $681.50 usage from 11/7/13- 12/11/13 Darby Pond Well 
 
We request that Special Town Meeting approve payment of these invoices.   
Thank you. 

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 
Department of Public Works 

Water Division 
169 Camelot Drive 

Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360 
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MEMO 
 
TO: Lynne Barrett, Finance Director 
From: The Community Preservation Committee 
Date:  Monday, February 23, 2015 
Re: FY14 Unpaid Bill 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Attached is an invoice from Kopelman and Paige, P.C. dated June 30, 2014 that will have to go to 
Special Town Meeting for payment.  It is Statement # 101070 and the total due is $145.00.  This is 
for legal work that was conducted regarding recording the deed for the Center Hill Road 
acquisition.  We received the bill after the new fiscal year started so we were unable to pay the 
invoice.  Thank you.   

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION 
COMMITTEE 
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ARTICLE 4:  
 
ARTICLE 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from 
available funds or borrow a sum of money for the construction and/or repair 
and/or purchase and/or lease of buildings and/or replacement of departmental 
buildings, and/or equipment and/or capital facilities for various departments of 
the Town and/or for feasibility and other types of studies or professional 
consulting services as follows: 
or take any other action relative thereto. 

A. Library Carpet 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN          
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval $45,821 (Unanimous, 12-0-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 4.  At 
the April 2013 Annual Town Meeting $140,000 was appropriated to replace all of 
the carpeting at the Plymouth Public Library Main Branch.  When bids were received 
this winter, it was discovered that costs have escalated and the original 
appropriation was insufficient to complete the project.  This article will appropriate 
$45,821 which is the amount needed to complete the project.  The carpet has never 
been replaced in the 23 years since the building opened.  The library has been cited 
by MIAA for its carpet creating a dangerous situation, particularly in the Children’s 
Room and Reference Area.  
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MEMORANDUM 

TO:  FINANCE COMMITTEE, LYNNE BARRETT, PAM HAGLER 

FROM:  DINAH O’BRIEN, DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

SUBJECT: 2015 SPECIAL TOWN MEETING - ARTICLE 4 

REQUEST FOR ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR LIBRARY CARPET PROJECT 

DATE:  MARCH 4, 2015 

CC:  FILES 

At the Annual Town Meeting in April 2013 an appropriation of $140,000 was 
made to finance the replacement of all carpeting at the Plymouth Public Library 
Main Branch.  This was based upon estimates received from two vendors as to 
what the cost might be.  The project has moved forward and was bid out in the 
winter of 2015.  When the bids were returned it was discovered that cost has 
escalated and the original appropriation of $140,000 is insufficient by $45,821 to 
complete the project. 
 
The carpet squares themselves are being purchased for $90,000 from the State 
Bid List which leaves $50,000 for installation.  The lowest bidder, Capital Carpet 
and Flooring specialists, has bid $95,821 which has resulted in a deficit of 
$45,821 needed to complete the project. 
 
The project needs to move forward in the late spring of this year in coordination 
with the redesign and installation of the new Circulation Desk and AV area.   
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ARTICLE 5:  
 
ARTICLE 5: To see if the Town will vote to establish a Sewer Special Purpose Debt 
Payment Fund, as authorized by the provisions of G. L. c.40, §5B, which fund shall 
be under the care and custody of the Town Treasurer, and further, to raise and 
appropriate, transfer from available funds or borrow for the purpose of funding 
said Sewer Special Purpose Debt Payment Fund, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 12-0-0).  
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 5.  
Town Meeting approval of this article will allow the establishment of a Sewer Special 
Purpose Debt Payment Fund and transfer $4,648.10 from Sewer Retained Earnings as 
the initial deposit.  The funds are the result of premium received on a bond 
anticipation note for the Samoset Street sewer project.  Funds in the account will be 
used to help pay the debt service amortization of these projects.   
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ARTICLE 6:   
 
ARTICLE 6: To see if the Town will vote, pursuant to the provisions of G. L. c.59, 
§38H, G. L. c.164, or any other enabling authority,  to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to negotiate and enter into an agreement for payments-in-lieu-of-taxes 
(“PILOT"),  for an 8.0 MW-AC Wind Turbine Project for Future Generation Wind, 
LLC on property located on Plymouth Tax Assessor’s Map 129, Lots 2A-1, 6 and 3, a 
copy of which is on file in the Town Clerk’s office, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 12-0-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 6.  
Town Meeting approval of this article will authorize the town to accept a PILOT 
(payment in lieu of taxes) agreement between the town and Future Generation 
Wind, LLC for its wind turbine project.  A rate of $14,000 per MWAC is the 
negotiated amount.  The term of the agreement will be for 20 years and will include 
an annual escalator of 2.5%.  By entering into a PILOT, the town will receive a set 
stream of payments and have a remedy to seek damages should there be a default. 
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ARTICLE 7: 
 
ARTICLE 7: To see if the Town will vote to accept the provision of Chapter 32, § 
20(4)(h) to allow the Plymouth Retirement Board to expend a portion of its funds 
to increase the Treasurer’s stipend from $1,500 to $3,000 annually, as the 
custodian of the funds for the retirement system, or take any other action relative 
thereto. 
PLYMOUTH RETIREMENT BOARD 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval (7-6-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 7.  
Town Meeting approval of this article would authorize the acceptance of the 
provision of Chapter 32, § 20(4)(h) allowing the Retirement Board the authority to 
recommend a stipend of not more than $3,000 for the Treasurer for services 
rendered as custodian of the funds of the retirement system.  The Retirement Board 
has unanimously approved acceptance of this statute and feels very strongly that it 
should be given this authority. 
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Massachusetts General Laws 

Section 20. (4) (Retirement) Systems for cities and towns. —  

(h) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (g), in any city or town which 
accepts the provisions of this paragraph, nothing shall prevent a city or town 

treasurer from being compensated for services rendered as custodian of the 
funds of the retirement system; provided, that the compensation for such 
services shall not be more than three thousand dollars per annum, and shall 

be payable from the expense fund of the system. 
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ARTICLE 8:    
 
ARTICLE 8: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
acquire by purchase or otherwise a perpetual non-exclusive easement from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Department of Conservation and Recreation for 
purposes of reconstructing a bridge and for the purposes of constructing, 
maintaining and repairing certain improvements including but not limited to the 
manhole storm water outlet and utility poles over approximately 1,000 square 
feet of land at the southern end of Pilgrim Memorial State Park (the “Easement 
Area”) as shown on a plan entitled “ Easement Plan, Water Street at Town Brook, 
Plymouth, Massachusetts,” which plan is on file with the Town Clerk, on such 
terms and conditions which the Board of Selectmen may determine; and further to 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to petition the Massachusetts General Court for 
approval of such change in use and conveyance of the easement of the Easement 
Area pursuant to the provisions of Article 97 of the Amendments to the 
Constitution of Massachusetts,  or take any other action relative thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 12-0-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 8.  
Town Meeting approval of this article will allow the town to acquire an easement 
from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for a small area of land at the 
southern end of Pilgrim Memorial State Park.  This easement is required by the 
State for the town to have access to allow for the bridge, headwall, guardrail and 
stormwater system work to be completed, maintained, and properly 
documented. 
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ARTICLE 9:   
 
ARTICLE 9: To see if the Town will vote to approve an amendment to the payment in 
lieu of taxes agreement between the Town and Entergy Nuclear Generation Company 
for the property known as the Pilgrim Nuclear Generation Station, as on file with the 
Town Clerk and entitled “First Amendment to Payment in Lieu of Tax Agreement,” 
dated December 17, 2014, or take any other action relative thereto.  
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 12-0-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 9.  
Town Meeting approval of this article will allow the town to extend its current three 
year PILOT agreement with Entergy Nuclear Generation Company for one additional 
year, through Fiscal Year 2017.  The annual payment for FY2017 shall be $9,250,000.  
Obligations of this agreement are conditioned upon the Town submitting the 
agreement, First Amendment, to the Massachusetts Department of Revenue (DOR) 
and DOR having no objection and approval of the First Amendment by the town 
acting by a vote of its Town Meeting.  The Town will be working with a consultant to 
negotiate a longer term PILOT, most likely a 5 year agreement, which will begin in 
FY2018. 
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ARTICLE 10: 
 
ARTICLE 10: To see if the Town will vote to accept Clause 5C of G. L. Chapter 59, § 
5, increasing the real and personal estate tax exemption for incorporated 
veteran’s organizations to the current maximum allowed under state law 
($1,500,000), or take any other action relative thereto. 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval (Unanimous, 10-0-1).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 10.  
Town Meeting approval of this article would increase the exemption amount up to 
$1,500,000 for incorporated veteran’s organizations.  Currently an incorporated 
organization of veterans is exempt from local property taxes up to a dollar amount of 
the fair cash valuation based on local option.  Last year, after meeting with the 
Revenue Task Force, the Assessing Department has been carefully reviewing the 
exemptions for charitable organizations.  As part of the review process, they became 
aware of a change in the law for incorporated veterans organizations.  Through the 
acts of 2008 MGL Chapter 59, Sec 5, Clause 5C was added.  There are two such 
organizations in the Town of Plymouth.  They are the American Legion Post #40 and 
the Plymouth Memorial Post # 1822 (VFW).  Current assessments are $914,700 and 
$495,000 respectively. 
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 Page 1 

Memo 

 

To:     Advisory and Finance Committee 

From:      Anne Dunn, Director of Assessing 

Date:      2/25/2015 

Re:     Article 10 - STM 2015 - Exemption of Incorporated Veterans Organizations 

Currently an incorporated organization of veterans is exempt from local property 
taxes up to a dollar amount of the fair cash valuation based on local option.  This 
article, if adopted, would increase the exemption amount up to $1,500,000. 
 
Last year, after meeting with the Revenue Task Force, the Assessing Department 
has been carefully reviewing the exemptions for charitable organizations.  As part of 
the review process we became aware of a changed in the law for incorporated 
veterans organizations.  Through the acts of 2008 MGL Chapter 59, Sec 5, Clause 
5C was added.   
 
There are two such organizations in the Town of Plymouth.  They are: 
American Legion Post  #40 and the Plymouth Memorial Post # 1822 (VFW).   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Town of Plymouth  

Assessors’ Office 
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ARTICLE 12: 
 
ARTICLE 12: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, for open space and 
recreational purposes pursuant to G. L. c.44B and to accept the deed to the Town 
of Plymouth, of a fee simple interest or less of land located off Old Sandwich Road 
in the Town of Plymouth comprised of 88 acres, more or  
less, shown on Assessors’ Map 51 as Lot 5 and 6, and further that said land shall be 
held under the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission and as 
funding therefor,  to appropriate $705,000 for the acquisition and other costs 
associated therewith from the Community Preservation Fund estimated annual 
revenues, fund balance, or reserves, and/or borrow said total sum which shall be 
reduced by the amount of any grants received by the Town pursuant to G. L.c.44B, 
§11 or G. L. c.44, §7 or any other enabling authority; and further to authorize the 
Board of Selectmen to grant a conservation restriction in said property in 
accordance with G. L.c.44B, §12 meeting the requirements of G. L. c. 184, §§31-33; 
and to authorize appropriate Town officials to enter into all agreements and 
execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town to 
effect said purchase; or take any other  action relative thereto. 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION  
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval $705,000 (Unanimous, 9-0-1).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to approve Article 12.  
Approval of this article will appropriate $705,000 from the Community 
Preservation Fund for the purposes of passive recreational use and the protection 
of priority habitats of rare species.  Funds will be used to acquire 88 acres off Old 
Sandwich Road, the Hio Hill property.  This property has an elevation of 270 feet 
and has a great view looking out to Cape Cod Bay.  Acquisition of this property will 
enhance the conservation corridor along Old Sandwich Road from Ellisville Harbor 
to Myles Standish State Park.  The property abuts four hundred acres of existing 
conservation land purchased with CPA funds.  The land is near the Savery Pond 
Town Well, Zones 1 and 2.   
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MEMO 
 
TO: Town Meeting, Board of Selectmen, and the Advisory & Finance Committee 
From: The Community Preservation Committee 
Date:    Thursday, February 12, 2015 
Re: SPRING SPECIAL TOWN MEETING: 2015 CPA Article 12 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ARTICLE 12:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire 
by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, for open space and recreational purposes 
pursuant to G.L. c.44B and to accept the deed to the Town of Plymouth, of a fee simple 
interest or less of land located off Old Sandwich Road in the Town of Plymouth comprised 
of 88 acres, more or less, shown on Assessors’ Map 51 as Lot 5 and 6, said land to be held 
under the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission, to appropriate 
$705,000 for the acquisition and other costs associated therewith from the Community 
Preservation Fund estimated annual revenues, fund balance, or reserves, and/or borrow 
said total sum which shall be reduced by the amount of any grants received by the Town 
pursuant to G.L.c.44B, section 11 or G.L. c.44, section 7 or any other enabling authority; 
and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen to grant a conservation restriction in said 
property in accordance with G.L.c.44B, section 12 meeting the requirements of G.L. c. 184, 
sections 31-33; and to authorize appropriate Town officials to enter into all agreements 
and execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town to effect 
said purchase; or take any other  action relative thereto. 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION  
 
CPC RECOMMENDATION: Approval (unanimous) 
The Community Preservation Committee voted unanimously in favor of Article 12 at its 
meeting held Thursday, February 12, 2015 
 
SUMMARY & INTENT:  
The Community Preservation Committee is recommending the purchase of the Hio Hill 
property for the purposes of passive recreational use and the protection of priority habitats 
of rare species.  Acquisition of this property will enhance the conservation corridor along 
Old Sandwich Road from Ellisville Harbor to Myles Standish State Park.  The property abuts 
four hundred acres of existing conservation land purchased with CPA funds.  The land is 
near the Savery Pond Town Well, Zones 1 and 2.  This purchase is in accord with the Town’s 
1998 ENSER plan, which calls for acquiring conservation land between the State Forest and 
Ellisville State Park on Cape Cod Bay.  

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION 
COMMITTEE 
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