TOWN OF PLYMOUTH

Department of Public Works
11 Lincoln Street
Plymouth, Massachusetts 02360
TO: ADVISORY AND F INAN@E%)MMITTEE
FROM: SID KasHL P, E.(/ & 2

TOWN ENGINEER

Through: JONATHAN BEDER, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS

CC: MELISSA ARRIGHI, TOWN MANAGER

DATE: SEPTEMBER 7,2016

Subject: 2016 FALL ANNUAL TOWN MEETING — ARTICLE EXPLANATION
ARTICLE 25 - TAYLOR AVENUE EMINENT DOMAIN TAKING

The proposed Taylor Avenue Project consists of a bridge replacement and significant
roadway and pedestrian improvements along Taylor Avenue. Please see the enclosed
excerpts from Project’s Public Hearing for more details. The Project will be funded and
overseen by the Massachusetts Department of Transportation (Mass DOT). The Project
is expected to benefit both the owners of land abutting this road and the general public by
making travel on the roadway safer and easier. The Town is now in the process of
completing a final design plan for the Project and every effort is being made to complete
the design so that this project can be funded and advertised by Mass DOT in the late
spring of 2017, subject to availability of the funds and the acquisition of the requisite
interests in land.

Before the Project can begin, the Town must obtain certain property rights
(known as temporary and/or permanent easements) in properties abutting the roadways.
The temporary and/or permanent easements will allow the contractor to perform the work
associated with the roadway improvements occurring outside of the existing Town Right-
of-Way, and allow the Town to use and maintain the improvements once the project is
completed. Upon completion the Town intends to alter the Right-of-Way to include the
new improvements consistent with the permanent easements it acquires.

The Town expects to ask the affected property owners to donate the required easements,
and will be contacting each affected owner individually to discuss these acquisitions. Once
discussions with the individual owners have concluded, the Town expects to use the eminent
domain procedure to formally acquire the necessary interests in land.
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The Eminent Domain taking procedure is regulated by the Town of Plymouth “By-Laws”
Article 11, and the Massachusetts General Laws (MGL) Chapter 79. This involves
holding a Public Hearing (see attached Public Hearing Notice), hiring an appraiser,
completing an Appraisal Report, filing an Order of Taking at the Registry of Deeds and /
or making Damage Awards to the affected parties. In anticipation of damage awards for
easements being required, the Eminent Domain Hearing was held on Wednesday, June
15, 2016 at 6:00 P.M. This Eminent Domain action will be funded through the State
Aid/Chapter 90 and / or Town (Capital Project) appropriation. This Article has been
placed in the 2016 ATM Warrant that asks Town Meeting to authorize the Board of
Selectmen to carry out these tasks.

The DPW-Engineering Division recommends that the Advisory and Finance Committee
vote to approve and support Article 25 as presented. Representatives of the Engineering
Division will be available on September 14, 2016 to present the supporting documents
and answer any questions that you may have.

Encl.: Locus Map
Public Hearing Notice
Easement Plan
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2016 FALL TOWN MEETING
LOCUS MAP
ARTICLE 25:

DPW ENGINEERING - TAYLOR AVENUE PLAT 45,45A,45B,46
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