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[HISTORY: Adopted by the Special Town Meeting of tle Town of Plymouth 11-19-1996 by
Art. 13. Amendments noted where applicable.]

GENERAL REFERENCES

Animals on beaches -- See Ch. 30, § 30-3.
ARTICLE |
Dog Control
§ 23-1. Definitions.

In this article, the following terms shall hawe tmeanings hereinafter respectfully assigned as
follows:

AT LARGE -- Unaccompanied by an owner, keeper beotesponsible person.
OUT OF CONTROL -- Accompanied by a person not éngrnproper control by leash.

RESTRAINED -- Being kept leashed or fenced witthia bounds of the property of the
owner or keeper or walked with a leash.

VICIOUS [Added 4-9-2012 ATM by Article 20]- - Dogs meeting the following
descriptions, as determined by the Animal Contribic@r, shall be considered
vicious:

A. Any dog found to, without provocation, attack, dien or terrorize any
person on any public ground including streets ateMglks.

B. Any dog with a history of attacking without provdica or has caused injury
to any human being or domestic animal.
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ANIMALS §23-2

Any dog that bites, injures, assaults, or attackaraan being or domestic

animal.

Any dog found to be involved or trained in dog tigly.

Provided, however, that notwithstanding the abaiterga, no dog may be

considered vicious for inflicting injury or damatgea person who:

i. is found to be willfully trespassing or in the pess of any other tort
offense on the property of the animal’s owner; or

ii. teases, torments, abuses, or assaults the dog.

§ 23-2. Order of restraint.

A.

The Selectmen shall, or through the Dog Offisteall, order the owner or keeper
of a dog to restrain a dog for any one of the feilg causes:

Q) If found at large when in heat.

2) If found at large or out of control and detéred a nuisance by the Dog
Officer and/or the Board of Selectmen in a schaaidy public park,
public playground or area zoned as a businessadistr

3) If found at large or out of control in a pack

4) [Amended 4-9-2012 ATM by Article 20Ferhaving-bitten—injured-or
physically-molested-any-perself.found to be a vicious dog.

imal-[Deleted 4-9-2012
ATM by Article 20]

5) For chasing any vehicle or bicycle on a publiay or way open to
traffic.

(6) If the dog is found to bark, howl or in anther manner consistently
disturb the quiet or disturb any person.

©) For having littered on or caused damage égtioperty of a person.
The Dog Officer and/or the Selectmen, in thti$cretion, may remove an order

of restraint if the owner or keeper of the dogsfas the Dog Officer and/or the
Selectmen that the dog is unlikely to repeat itsrcdfe.

§ 23-3. Impoundment.
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The Selectmen, through their Dog Officer, mayge a dog to be impounded for
any one of the following causes:

Q) If found without a license when a licenseeiguired by law.

2) For having bitten, injured or physically mstied any person or domestic
animal.

3) If found at large after having been orderestnained by a Dog Officer.

An impounded dog shall be released to its ovemekeeper upon payment of the
pound fees and on the additional conditions, ifliapple:

Q) In the case of a dog impounded under Sulmsecfi(1l), upon the
obtaining of a license as required by law.

2) Except as herein provided, in this sectioporuthe agreement of the
owner or keeper to undertake such restrictionsaotrol of the animal as
the Dog Officer shall require.

Dogs impounded and unclaimed by the owner epée after a ten-day period
shall be disposed of.

§ 23-4. Leash required; penalties.

A.

B.

[Amended
4-13-2004
ATM by Art.
44]

No dog shall be permitted in any street or puplace unless it is accompanied
by an owner, keeper or other responsible personeffedtively restrained by a
chain or leash not exceeding six feet in lengthh@drs per day.

Whoever violates this section shall be finedodlsws:

1) First offense: $25.00

2 Second offense: $50.00

?3) Succeeding offense: $75.00

§ 23-5. Owner to pay outstanding fees and penalties

Notwithstanding any other provision of this dejcthe Dog Officer shall not release any dog
which has been confined until the owner or keepeh® dog shall pay all outstanding charges,
fees, expenses and penalties, of whatsoever natgheding, without limiting the foregoing in
any way, all license fees, care and custody chaoifasions, fines and other penalties.

§ 23-6. License withheld for failure to pay fine.
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ANIMALS §23-6

No license pursuant to MGL c. 140 shall be gt the town, however, with respect to any
dog against which a fine has been imposed pursadhis article and remains unpaid.

§ 23-7. Unlicensed dogs; penalties.

The penalty for owning an unlicensed dog in tleevit of Plymouth shall be-$2860[amended
4/13/2004 by Article 44] with each month of continued violation constitgtia separate offense.

§ 23-8. Enforcement; waivers.

A. This article shall be enforced by the Selectnf@lgmouth, Massachusetts. When
enforced by means of noncriminal disposition punsta MGL c. 40, § 21D, the
enforcing person shall be a Dog Officer of the TafiPlymouth.

B. The Selectmen, through the Dog Officer, maywegirosecution of a complaint
against the owner or keeper of any dog taken iheo@og Officer's custody
under this article if, within 12 months next preicegthis offense, the owner or
keeper has not been convicted for violation of #ri&cle or a dog owned or kept
by him or her has not been taken into custody i@ation of this article.

§ 23-9. Incorporation of statutory provisions.

The provisions of MGL c. 140, 88 136A through D74nclusive, except as modified herein, are
incorporated into this article relating to the riegion of dogs, including but not limited to dog
licensing, establishing dog fees, appointment of ddficers, kennel licensing and kennel
regulations, procedures for the investigation al eeimbursement for damage caused by dogs,
restraining of dogs and establishing penaltiesfbreach thereof.

§ 23-10. Authority vested in town.
Authority vested in the county, the County Consiugsers and the County Treasurer under the

provisions of MGL c. 140, §8 137 to 174D, inclusighall vest in the town, its Board of
Selectmen and Town Treasurer upon approval ofitiicle.

§ 23-11. License fees.

A. Dog license. Notwithstanding the provisiondWEL c. 140, 88 139 and 173, the
fees for dog licenses shall be [$7] $Hinended 10/23/06 by Article 26For
altered males and spayed females and [$10][8&{&nded 4/10/01 by Article
29] for unaltered males and unspayed females.




PLYMOUTH CODE §23-11

Kennel license. Not withstanding the provisiorMiBL ¢.140, 137A, the annual
renewal fees for kennel licenses shall be for Gfade Licenses: Fifty dollars
($50.00); for Grade Two License: Seventy-five (§19; and for Grade Three
License: One hundred and fifty dollars ($150.0Rgnnel licenses must be
renewed annually by January 1 of each year andisatlibject to continued
compliance with the conditions set forth in Sectivand Section E of §23-13,
License Required: Kennel Licenses.

C. Substitute license tag. The fee for a substifaénse tag shall be $1.
D. Certified guide dogs. There shall be no feditmnses for certified guide dogs.

E. Charitable kennels. The Town Clerk shall, uppplication, issue without charge
a kennel license to any domestic charitable cotrancorporated exclusively
for the purpose of protecting animals from crueltgglect or abuse and for the
relief of suffering among animals.

F. Transfers. There shall be no fee for licensssad pursuant to valid licenses
transferred from other Massachusetts municipalttiesugh the end of the then-
current calendar year.

§ 23-12. Disposition of money.

All money received for licenses or recoverediassf under this article shall be deposited in the
general fund. Money paid out for damages, licehaels or books, record books, anti-rabies

vaccine or other purpose required under this artitiall be subject to appropriation at Town
Meeting.

§ 23-13. License required; kennel licenses. [Repleat 4-13-2004 ATM by Article 45]




ANIMALS §23-13

A. KENNEL DEFINITION

The word kennel shall be one collection of dogsaosingle premises, whether maintained for
breeding, boarding, sale training, hunting or ofnpose, including more than three dogs, three
months old or older, provided however, that a \ie&gy hospital shall not be considered a kennel
under the intent of this Bylaw.A commercial boarding kennel shall require a Hoay
kennel license[Sentence added 4-9-2012 ATM by Article 19]

B. KENNEL LICENSE REQUIRED

A kennel license shall be required for all kenrgeld shall be classified as a
Grade One License for the keeping of four to fiegsl a Grade Two License for
the keeping of six to nine dogs, and a Grade Thieanse for the keeping of ten
to twenty-five dogs. A kennel in excess of twefity- dogs shall not be

permitted. The new kennel licensing requiremeh#dl §ecome effective on
January 1, 2005.

C. APPLICATION AND ISSUANCE OF LICENSE AND FEES

A kennel license shall be issued annually by thenm€lerk upon written
application by an owner or keeper of dogs and &fgyection and determination
by the Animal Control Officer, or other Agent assiimated by the Town
Manager, that the conditions set forth in Sectioar® met.

a. An application fee of one hundred and fiftylars, ($150.00), shall
be required for the initial application and for applications to make
changes to an existing kennel license.

EXCEPTION: All existing kennels licensed beforadary 1, 2005,
shall be exempt from the requirement of a new appin, and be
subject only to the requirement of the annual inpe and renewal fee.

D. CONDITIONS THAT MUST BE MET FOR THE ISSUANCEF A KENNEL
LICENSE

1. The Animal Control Officer, or other Agentdesignated by the Town
Manager, shall determine that:

PLYMOUTH CODE §23-13
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a. The proposed licensed premises containcmiffiand suitable
space for the keeping of the specific breed(s)ramdber(s) of dogs,
including both indoor and outdoor areas.

b. The proposed licensed premises for a Gradel@ense, a Grade
Two License, and a Grade Three License shall peosidtable distances
from nearby residential dwellings. Suitable disesfrom nearby
residential dwellings shall be determined by théndal Control Officer,
or other Agent as designated by the Town Managem inspection of
the proposed licensed premises.

c. The proposed licensed premises contain aldaishelter for the
dogs, which for a Grade Three License includes @ategunning water
and an impervious floor suitable for sanitary masnce.

E. KENNEL LICENSE CONDITIONS

All kennel licenses shall be issued annually anduigect to the following
conditions:

1. The licensee shall maintain a certificate of hesitined by a licensed
veterinarian for each dog in the kennel. The fieatie of health shall be
updated at least annually upon review of the keliceshse, and the payment
of the annual kennel license fee.

2. The licensee shall maintain a certificat@sjby a licensed veterinarian that
each dog in the kennel six month of age or oldsréheurrent rabies vaccination.

3. The licensee shall comply with the Town ofrRbuth Leash Bylaw, Chapter
23, Section 4.

4. The licensee shall maintain compliance withlhylaw relating to noise
under Town Bylaw, Chapter 120.

5. The licensed premises shall be subject tonmanced, annual inspections
by the Animal Control Officer, or other Agent asitmated by the Town
Manager, regarding compliance with the conditiohthe kennel license.

F. PENALTIES AND ENFORCEMENT

The operation of a kennel without a license shalbbviolation of this Article of
the General Bylaws of the Town of Plymouth. Anglation of the conditions of
a kennel license as set forth in this Article, #sctD and Section E, shall be
grounds for suspension, revocation, or non-ren@fidhe kennel license. The
provision of this article shall be enforced by tkimal Control Officer, or other
ANIMALS §23-13
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Agent as designated by the Town Manager. The pea#br violating the
kennel licensing provision set forth in this Aréchall be fifty dollars, ($50.00),
for the first offense, and seventy-five dollars{§¥$0), for each subsequent
offense, each day of the violations, each day dtotisag a separate offense.

G. APPEAL AND WAIVER

1. Should a kennel license be denied becaugbeofpplicant’s inability to
meet the requirements of sufficient and suitablecsp suitable distance from
nearby residential dwellings, and suitable shéttethe dogs, as

determined upon inspection by the Animal Contrdig@f, or other Agent

as designated by the Town Manager, the applicaptappeal the Town Clerk’s
denial to the Board of Selectmen, or their Desigmeétnin thirty-days (30) of
receiving the denial.

2. The Board of Selectmen, or their Designeall $lold a hearing on said
appeal within forty-five (45), days of receipt bktwritten notice of appeal.

3. Notice of the hearing shall be given by postageaicfirst class mail to the
abutters of the proposed licensed premises, bothetgroperty owner and any
tenants, as appearing in the Board of Assessorsnewent list, and also shall be
published in a newspaper of the general circulatidche Town, at least fourteen
days (14) prior to the date of the Board of Selectlsy or their Designee’s
hearing. The applicant shall pay the expensesviriggsaid notice.

4. After hearing, the Board of Selectmen, oirtBesignee, may waive strict
compliance with the provisions set forth in Sectiyrand order the Town Clerk
to issue the license if:

a. The Animal Control Officer, or other Agentdesignated by the
Town Manager, recommends a waiver.

b. The Board of Selectmen, or their Designeterdenes that there is
sufficient area for the keeping of the dogs, arad the health and the
safety of the public is protected.

c. In granting a waiver under this Section, the Bazr8electmen, or
their Designee, may impose conditions on the wasueh that the
health and the safety of the public is protected.

H. BOARDING KENNEL LICENSE
A Boarding Kennel, for temporary boarding of dogsjuires a zoning
permit. Each dog boarded must be accompaniedangtrtificate proving
up-to-date rabies inoculation and licensing fromumicipality or county.

PLYMOUTH CODE §23-13
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a. An application fee of one hundred and fifty dollg&150.00), shall
be required for the initial application and for applications to
make changes to an existing kennel license.

b. The cost of a renewal license shall be $75 annugkyction H
added 4-9-2012 ATM by Article 19]

8§ 23-14. Waste removal.

44]

A

Duty to dispose. It shall be the duty of eadrspn who owns, possesses or
controls a dog to remove and dispose of any feeftsbyy his/her dog on any
sidewalk, street, park or other public area.

Duty to possess means of removal. No person avites, possesses or controls
such dog shall appear with such dog on any sidewtlet, park or other public
area without the means of removal of any fecesdle&uch dog.

Method of removal and disposal. For the purpostisfregulation, the means of
removal shall be any tool, implement or other dedarried for the purpose of
picking up and containing such feces unexposesatd person or the public.
Disposal shall be accomplished by transporting $ecés to a place suitable and
regularly reserved for the disposal of human fespscifically reserved for the
disposal of canine feces or as otherwise desigrestegppropriate by the Board
of Health.

Fines for violation. Violation of this regulati shall be punished by a
fine 0£$2@50 for each occurrencAmended 4-13-2004 ATM by Art.

Enforcement. Violation of this section shalldrgorced in accordance with law;
provided, however, that if, simultaneously with tlesuance of a complaint
hereunder, a complaint is issued pursuant to MG10¢§ 21D and

that complaint is disposed of pursuant to said, Ahe complaint issued
hereunder shall be deemed disposed of.

F. Exemption. This regulation shall not apply to a @é@gompanying any
handicapped person who, by reason of his/her hapdis physically unable to
comply with the requirements of this regulation.

G. Severability. The provisions of this regulatiare severable, and if any
of the provisions of this regulation shall be healgconstitutional or otherwise
invalid by any court of competent jurisdiction, tbecision of such court shall
not affect or impair any of the remaining provison

§ 23-14A. Banned or Removed Dogs [added 4/13/2004M by Article 44]
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ANIMALS § 23-14A

A. Dogs “banned” or “removed” from another town or nwipality may not
be relocated to or be permitted to be kept withiterritory of the Town
of Plymouth.

B. Fines for Violation — Violation of 8§23-14A shall Ipeinished by a fine of
$50.00 for each offense, each day of violation tunigg a separate
offense.

ARTICLE Il
Horses, Cattle and Swine

§ 23-15. Running at large.

No horse or other grazing cattle or swine shalkbffered to run at large within the principal
inhabited parts of this town or to remain or loigrthe roadside, or the roadside of any railroad
corporation, or to feed upon or root up the herhihgeein, either with or without a keeper, and
no person shall voluntarily permit the same to goruany sidewalk, harnessed or unharnessed.

ARTICLE IlI
Migratory Waterfowl

§ 23-16. Feeding and baiting prohibited; emergendgeding.

A. No person, except the Director of the Division eéfteries and Wildlife or his or
her agent or designee, as authorized pursuant th 8@31, shall feed or bait
any waterfowl of the family Anatidae (including bobt restricted to ducks,
geese and swans) on any public property withiirthen of Plymouth. As used
in this subsection, "feeding" and "baiting" shalean the placing, exposing,
depositing, distributing or scattering, directlyindirectly, of shelled, shucked or
unshucked corn, wheat or other grains, breadosahy other feed or nutritive
substances, in any manner or form, so as to cotestfor such birds a lure,
attraction or enticement to, on or over any sueaswhere such feed items have
been placed, exposed, deposited, distributed ttesed.

B. Notwithstanding any of the above, the Direaibthe Division of Fisheries and
Wildlife or his or her agent or designee may autteothe emergency feeding of
waterfowl and other birds when, in his or her opmisuch action is necessary in
order to alleviate undue losses and suffering ohdiirds due to unusual weather
conditions and other circumstances. The Directoy m#horize such action by
such means as he or she deems necessary and ekpbdtesuch means shall
include the immediate notification of the Selectrttegreof by first-class mail.

§ 23-17. Violations and penalties; enforcement.
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PLYMOUTH CODE §23-17

A. Any person who violates any provision of thiside shall be subject to a fine of $20 for
each offense thereof.
B. This article may be enforced by police officeBbellfish Constables, the Harbor Master

and Assistant Harbor Masters, agents of the Boktfdealth, other enforcement
officers of the Division of Law Enforcement and ethtown officials as
designated by the Board of Selectmen.

§ 23-18. Copies to state officers.

Upon approval of this article, the Selectmen Istalise one copy thereof to be mailed to the
Director of the Division of Fisheries and Wildligsd one copy to the Director of the Division of
Law Enforcement.

ARTICLE IV
Wild Animals

§ 23-19. Permit required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep, rgimor have in his or her possession or under his
or her control within the town any dangerous animateptile or carnivorous, wild animal or
other animal or reptile of wild, vicious or dangesopropensities without obtaining an annual
permit therefor from the Board of Selectmen.

§ 23-20. Definitions.
For purposes of this article, the following tershell have the meanings indicated:

DANGEROUS ANIMAL -- Includes any wild mammal, relatior fowl or a species
which is not naturally tame or gentle but is of @dwature or disposition and which,
because of its size, breeding, vicious nature berotharacteristics, would constitute a
danger or threat to human life or property if ihist kept or maintained in a safe manner
or in secure quarters.

DANGEROUS DOMESTICATED ANIMAL -- Includes any domtigs mammal, reptile
or fowl which, because of its size, breeding oiotis propensity or other characteristics,
would constitute a danger to human life or propérty is not kept or maintained in a
safe manner or in secure quarters.

§ 23-21. Classification. [Amended 4-9-2012 ATM b#xrticle 20]

ANIMALS §23-21
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Dangerous or wild animals include the followirad: poisonous animals, apes, baboons, bears,
bison, cheetahs, crocodilians 24 inches or monestdator snakes 36 inches in length or more,
coyotes, deer, elephants, game cocks and otheinfighirds, hippopotami, hyenas, jaguars,

leopards, lions, lynxes, monkeys, ostriches, pisaugitbulls pumas, rhinoceroses, sharks, tigers
andwolves andAmended 4-9-2012 ATM by Article 20]any dog found to be vicious under
Section 23-1 of the Town Bylawprovided, however, that the foregoing list is deemed to
be all-inclusive.

§ 23-22. Exceptions.

The provisions of 8§ 23-19, 23-20 and 23-21 shatl apply to any duly licensed menagerie,
Z00, circus or bona fide educational or medicaiitingon, including a veterinarian, or any other
duly licensed place where such animals are kegh®purpose of instruction, treatment or study;
provided, however, that:

A. The location and operation of the foregoing iareonformity with all applicable
federal, state and local laws, bylaws, rules agdlegions;

B. All animals and animal quarters are kept ite@ic and sanitary condition; and
C. All animals are maintained in quarters so aoreséd and controlled as to prevent
their escape.

§ 23-23. Conditions for permit issuance.

The Board of Selectmen may issue an annual pdonithe keeping or maintenance of a
dangerous animal upon the following conditions:

A. The animal is kept or maintained at all timesaisafe manner and securely confined so

that the keeping of such animal shall not congtimidanger to human life or the
property of others.

B. Adequate safeguards are taken to prevent uodzghl access to such animal by
other persons.

C. The health or well-being of the animal is not erglred in any way by the
manner of keeping or confinement.

D. The keeping of such animal does not constiéufmublic nuisance and will not
adversely affect the surrounding neighborhood.

E. The keeping of such animal will not cause agéaro the public health.

PLYMOUTH CODE §23-23
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F. The quarters in which such animal is kept offioed are adequately heated, lighted and
ventilated and are constructed and maintained ®efe, clean and sanitary
condition.

G. The owner or keeper of such animal shall pfuseor her financial responsibility
by filing with the Board of Selectmen an adequatdificate of insurance or by
posting an adequate surety bond with the BoardetécBnen conditioned upon
the owner's or keeper's payment of all damageshwhiay result from the
keeping or maintenance of such animal.

Adequacy of proof shall be at the sole discretibthe Board of Selectmen.
§ 23-24. Investigation of applicant.
The Board of Selectmen is authorized to invesigany person who applies for a permit under
this article and to consult with appropriate indivals, agencies and societies concerning the
keeping of dangerous animals.

§ 23-25. Inspections; fees.

Prior to the issuance or renewal of any annuahjtdor the keeping of dangerous animals, and
at any other time deemed appropriate, the Boa&Etd#ctmen shall cause the premises subject to

the permit to be inspected for compliance withcalhditions imposed hereunder. In the event that
said premises are found not to be in compliancarernot made available for inspection, the
Board shall refuse to issue or reissue or shatlkeyvas the case may be, the permit. The Board of
Selectmen is authorized to charge a fee for thears=e of all such annual permits and a fee for
all such inspections.

§ 23-26. Limit on number of animals.

In no event shall a permit be issued for the keepf more than four dangerous animals at any
single location.
§ 23-27. Violations and penalties.
Any person, corporation or otherwise violating amgvision of this article shall be fined not less
than $100 and not more than $300 for each offen#th, each day during which a violation

occurs or continues deemed to be a separate offéness otherwise provided herdiadded

4-13-2004 ATM by Article 44]the fine for each offense under noncriminal disfasishall be
$100.

2314



Chapter 30
BEACHES BEACHES AND PARKS [Amended 5-20-2006 ATM by Art. 33]

8§ 30-3. Domestic animals.

All domestic animals on public beaches or parks shall be under control at all times. Dogs
are to be leashed and their waste removed and disposed of in accordance with Chapter 23,
Dog Control

§23-4and § 23-14

8 30-22. Violations and penalties.

Unless otherwise specifically provided herein, any person who violates any provision
of this chapter shall be subject to the following penalties:

First offense $25.00

Second offense $50.00

Third and subsequent $100.00
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