
Sample of Town Chicken/Roster Restrictions

Town Roosters Chickens Notes

Barnstable 1 if not agricultural
property. Rooster may
not at any time annoy
another person's
reasonable right to
peace or privacy by
making loud or
continuous noise where
such noise is plainly
audible between 7:00
a.m. - 7:00 p.m. at a
distance of 150 feet
from the premises
where the rooster is
kept, or between 7:00
p.m. - 7:00 a.m. at a
distance of 50 feet from
the premises where the
rooster is kept, or when
noise is continuous > 10
minutes.

Bourne None < 2 acres 4/ ¼ acre; 2 for < ¼
acre

Additional regs re:
coops, manure, and
feed

Cohasset Yes, with special permit
and neighbor consent

Up to 11 without permit

Foxborough No if less than 2 acres
without permit

None if less than 1 acre Additional regs re:
coops, manure, and
feed

Grafton No Female chicks and hens
(no roosters) for
personal consumption
and enjoyment. Limited
to six (6) per lot, and
must be
physically contained
within a dedicated
space of...at minimum
rate...four (4) square
feet per hen. Special
permit for more.

Kingston Must be R20 or greater Must be R20 or greater

Lancaster No Up to 6 for non-
commercial use. Special



permit required – must
have .9 acres or more

Marblehead Requires license Requires license Additional regs re:
coops, manure, and
feed

Milford No No

Pittsfield No No

Reading No yes

Rockland No Yes, with permit. 24 per
henhouse. Also
enclosure and
henhouse 20 feet from
a public way, 50 feet
from a dwelling or
commercial building,
and 50 feet from a
property line.

Additional regs re:
coops, manure, and
feed

Sharon
No permit shall be

granted for the keeping

of domesticated

animals or fowl whose

type, breed, or gender

is known to create loud

or objectionable noises

unless it can be shown

that such domesticated

animal will be kept at

all times in a location

no less than 1000 feet

from the lot lines of the

applicant. No roosters

are permitted.

10 on 30,000 or < feet
with permit

Additional regs re:
coops, manure, and
feed

Stoughton Requires 35000 sq ft lot Requires 35000 sq ft lot

Uxbridge No person shall keep or
allow to be kept any
number of domestic
animals which shall
constitute a nuisance

Registered and treated
as livestock. No person
shall keep or allow to
be kept any number of
domestic animals which
shall constitute a
nuisance

Yarmouth License required – will
be denied if abuttors
complain of noise

License required Additional regs re:
coops, inspections,
manure, feed, and fees











Roosters versus residents at Plymouth
meeting

Friday

Posted Aug 12, 2016 at 3:00 PM

Two things are clear: More and more people in Plymouth are raising chickens - mainly for the
eggs - and the patience of neighbors living in close proximity to roosters is wearing thin.

By Frank Mand
fmand@wickedlocal.com
@frankmandOCM

PLYMOUTH – It was a big cock-a-doodle to-do at the Board of Health this past Wednesday as
aggravated residents got a chance to air their grievances about the town’s lack of effective
rooster regulations.

Based on the comments of audience members two things are clear: More and more people in
Plymouth are raising chickens – mainly for the eggs – and the patience of neighbors living in
close proximity to roosters is wearing thin.

Case in point, Norm Galvin, a retired truck driver who lives in West Plymouth.

Galvin told the board that the rooster/manure problem in his neighborhood near West
Elementary School is “beyond anything you can imagine.

“It’s going to get ugly on my street real fast if something isn’t done about the situation,” Galvin
said, then graphically described the smell, the noise, and the anger.

Lynn Holdsworth, who lives in another section of town, described a similar scenario.

“I live in close proximity to a property that has a multitude of animals,” Holdsworth said.
“Turkeys, ducks, geese, hens, roosters – I counted 18 birds at one point in time – and this is on a
quarter acre parcel of land that backs up to other parcels that are about the same size.

“It's tight quarters. We are a beach community, not an agricultural community. We moved into
this neighborhood to be by the water to smell the salt air, to be able to kick back and relax at the
end of the day.

“What we are getting are instead are wafts of manure, roosters crowing 24/7, ducks that quack
and squawk, turkeys that gobble, and this is what we listen to on a daily basis!”

mailto:fmand@wickedlocal.com
http://www.twitter.com/frankmandOCM


The offending property’s owner, Emerson Carpenter, interrupted Holdsworth to argue that the
problem was being exaggerated, that he had tried to appease neighbors by making certain
changes, but that none of his neighbors had ever knocked on his door and explained their
concerns.

“Nobody has ever come to my home and talked to me directly, come to my house and said, hey
these chickens are bothering me,” Carpenter said.

“I’ve had the Board of Health, the dog officer, at 5 o’clock in the morning had the police
knocking on my door.”

Perhaps, Carpenter suggested, if he had heard directly from neighbors he could have addressed
their concerns. Instead, he said, “they’re making me look like a bad person.”

Plymouth resident Steven Hall, who raises chickens for the eggs and has no roosters, told the
board that he would prefer that the board not create new regulations but, rather, that they enforce
disturbing the peace regulations or issue fines for noise complaints.

In the past some residents with complaints about chickens and roosters have been told that, as a
“Right to Farm” community, there was nothing the town could do about residents raising animals
on their property.

Agriculture Committee Vice Chairman Patti Striar, who offered herself as a liaison between the
two committees, told the Board of Health the ‘Right to Farm” protections don’t apply here.

In Plymouth properties under 5 acres do not fall under the protections of the “Right to Farm”
regulations, Striar explained, and she suggested that the best way to handle the situation would
be through the police.

“These are clearly neighbor disputes,” Striar said, “and I think they can be handled much more
simply. These are noise complaints, like a barking dog or an all-night party, and should be
handled that way.”

Striar added that if anyone had real concerns for how livestock, of any kind, was being treated,
then they should go first to the Board of Health, and if the board's inspectors are denied access to
the animals the issue should be referred directly to the MSPCA.

If the animals aren’t being mistreated, however, there seemed little opportunity for the board to
intervene.

At present, board members said, there are no chicken/rooster regulations. You don’t have to get a
license to raise chickens. If you acquire chickens you don’t have to inform neighbors or
prospective home buyers.



“There is no regulation and really not much that we can do,” Board of Health Chairman Richard
Manfredi said. “In the future we could try and develop some kind of bylaw, but that’s going to
take time. As it currently stands, we really have no control over it, none at all.”

Attorney Richard Serkey, at the meeting for a later hearing, came forward to suggest the town
take two specific actions: 1) ask for the selectmen to create a special committee with the purpose
of crafting a special bylaw; 2) have staff meet with all parties and try to mediate a solution.

The board took Serkey’s and others' suggestions under advisement. In other words, the
squawking will continue.

Follow Frank Mand on Twitter @frankmandOCM.
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By George Barnes TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STAFF

A Carlisle firefighter allegedly may have gone to extremes in dealing with a noisy rooster
recently, but the problem is common enough in some communities that regulations have been
enacted to deal with it.

Longtime Carlisle Firefighter Frank Sargent has been charged with 11 counts of malicious
killing of a domestic animal for allegedly poisoning a neighbor's noisy rooster, and killing 10
chickens along with it.

Published reports indicated the rooster had been bothering him for two years.

A similar situation in Uxbridge last year was resolved without loss of life when noisy roosters
were ordered removed by a court after a determined effort by the Board of Health.

Denise Delannoy, administrative assistant to the Uxbridge Board of Health, said that after
receiving complaints from neighbors, the board issued several letters to the bird owner over
seven years hoping to get the noisy fowl removed.

"The letters didn't work," she said.

Finally, the case was taken to court, where it was ruled the owner had to get rid of the roosters.

When the Uxbridge Health Department hears someone is planning to raise chickens in a
backyard, it tells the person not to keep roosters.

"You run into it more and more," Ms. Delannoy said.

Chickens can be a problem for neighbors, mainly because of manure smells and because the
animals get loose in neighboring yards, but roosters can be a bigger problem.

"Those animals crow around the clock," she said.

Ms. Delannoy speaks from personal experience. She said she had a neighbor who was raising
chickens but ended up with roosters, which would crow day and night. The roosters were
removed after she started calling her neighbor every time a rooster would crow, even early in the
morning.



It is a growing problem because it is a growing interest. Backyard poultry has been promoted in
the state for many years, and chickens and sometimes roosters have been finding their way into
neighborhoods, with mixed results.

In many communities the issue becomes a question of the right of residents to farm. There are 16
communities in Worcester County where a right-to-farm bylaw was approved, including
Rutland.

In Rutland, Leroy "Skip" Clark has a few roosters along with chickens and other farm animals he
raises at Ketonen Clark Farm and Feed.

"We have some running around all the time," he said. "People like seeing them."

Mr. Clark said he has never had complaints about his roosters, even if the animals tend to strut
around and crow loudly when they have a mind to. He said people who have objections to farms
should understand the nature of the community they live in.

"We have a right to farm in town," he said.

Rutland takes pride in being a rural "right-to-farm" community. On major roads coming into
town signs are posted announcing the fact. Right-to-farm laws were passed in communities to
make it clear to people moving in that farms come with certain smells and sounds that might not
be found in other types of communities.

Mr. Clark said the state regulates how much space farmers must provide for their chickens, but
his are often free to run around the farm, as long as they don't wander off the property.

Communities have a variety of ways to deal with noise complaints. In Lancaster, roosters are
banned, but a homeowner may keep up to six chickens on a .9-acre plot. Chickens are allowed on
larger plots, but town Animal Control Officer Phyllis Tower said the rules were changed in part
to allow children in 4-H to raise chickens.

"It's easier to have chickens than other animals on a small plot of land," she said.

Ms. Tower said she has few animal noise complaints in town. When she does, she tries to work
with the two parties to resolve the issue. As with any animal complaint, if the problem cannot be
resolved, it could end up in court.

Lancaster is a right-to-farm community but has some restrictions on farm animals to help prevent
neighborhood problems. Ms. Tower said there are rarely such problems with animals on regular
farms in town.

In Grafton, Inspector of Buildings Robert Berger, who is also the town's zoning enforcement
officer, said farm-animal complaints mainly involve roosters, chickens and goats. He said the
town recently added an accessory use under its zoning allowing backyard chickens in three zones
where six chickens and no roosters can be kept. To have more poultry than that, homeowners



need a special permit from the Planning Board. Under the special permit process, he said, the
issue of noise and proximity to neighbors would likely be discussed in an effort to prevent
conflicts.

Mr. Berger said that although roosters are prohibited without a special permit, homeowners
sometimes end up with them.

"If they have backyard chickens and they don't get their eggs sexed before they hatch, one of
them could grow up to be a rooster," he said.

The difficulty for small farmers often is that once the animals are hatched, they are seen as pets
and it is difficult for owners to part with them. Unfortunately, there is little choice if there is a
complaint.

"Once that rooster comes and there is a complaint, we have no choice," Mr. Berger said.

The first step is to ask the owner to remove the rooster. If that becomes a problem, the issue
could go to court. Mr. Berger said so far he has not taken any rooster owners to court.

"It's been close," he said.

Leominster Health Agent Christopher Knuth also has first-hand experience in the racket roosters
can make. He said he once took a motorcycle tour of Cambodia and was staying the night in a
village on a hill. About 3 a.m., a rooster crowed. A little while later a rooster across the way
called out, then another. It kept up all night, coming from all directions of the compass. He didn't
get any sleep.

"It was like surround sound for me, so I can understand it can be bothersome for people," he
said.

Leominster has an ordinance that prohibits residents from keeping screeching or biting birds in
the city. That is interpreted to mean no roosters are allowed. There is also an ordinance that
regulates where chickens can be kept. Although chickens do not generate many noise
complaints, the city has had to field complaints about their manure, which smells like ammonia.

Mr. Knuth said his office does not field many animal-noise complaints. It receives barking dog
complaints, but aggressive animals are a greater concern for residents. He said he also gets many
calls about cats defecating on lawns.

One of the most recent animal noise complaints was somewhat unusual. Mr. Knuth said a
resident complained that a neighbor had two cockatiels on an outside porch making loud noises.

"I have to check that out," he said.

Contact George Barnes at george.barnes@telegram.com. Follow him on Twitter
@georgebarnesTG

http://george.barnes/
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