
 

ARTICLE 37: 
 
ARTICLE 37: To see if the Town will vote a Senior Resident Property Tax Rate Cap. 
The seniors of Plymouth are being taxed out of their homes. The property tax rate 
has increased nearly seventy (70) percent in the last eight (8) years. Seniors on a 
fixed income can no longer afford to live in “America’s Home Town.” The eligible 
recipient will have his/her Property Tax Rate capped at the rate established by the 
town as of July 1st.of the year of eligibility. Or take any other action relative 
thereto… Eligibility requirements listed below: Must be at least 70 years of age by 
July 1 of year applying Must be a Plymouth homeowner Must reside in same 
property, for at least twenty years (20) by July 1 of year applying. Must have paid 
property taxes on said property for at least twenty (20) years Must reside in said 
property full time (no rental, snow birds or seasonal property ownership eligible) 
Must be a registered voter Must renew request for SRTRC each year by July 1 
Must be retired or  not working at any full time employment  
BY PETITION: Keven Joyce et al 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Not Approve (1-12-0)    
The Advisory & Finance Committee advises Town Meeting to not approve Article 
37.  Approval of this article would authorize a Senior Resident Property Tax Rate 
Cap.  Property tax exemptions in Massachusetts are established by statute or 
special act.  According to Town Counsel, the Town may not grant exemptions 
except in accordance with and pursuant to an applicable statutory exemption.  
For that reason, the Advisory & Finance Committee can not recommend this 
article to Town Meeting.  In addition, this article lacks clarity in several areas 
making it seemingly impossible to implement. The Town of Plymouth has already 
adopted Tax Deferral Clause 41A, which is an option for seniors to defer local 
property tax until the house is sold or the property is transferred to another 
party.  This may be a good option to pursue for seniors who are struggling to pay 
their taxes.  Taxes are deferred which means the town will still collect the taxes 
eventually which, from the perspective of taxpayers in aggregate, is better than a 
tax cap which would limit revenue to the town. 
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