










































































































































































































































































Town of Plymouth, Massachusetts 
 Department of Marine and Environmental Affairs 

11 Lincoln Street, Plymouth, MA 02360 | 508-747-1620 
 

 

MEMO 
To:   John Moody, Chairman, Advisory and Finance Committee 

Through: Melissa Arrighi, Town Manager 

From:  David Gould, Director of Marine and Environmental Affairs 

Re:   Article 9E – Beaver Dam Open Space Acquisition 

Date:        January 14, 2016 

 
The Beaver Dam Open Space site is part of the former agricultural operation in Manomet known as Tidmarsh 
Farms (West). The Tidmarsh Farms (East) is currently undergoing the largest freshwater wetlands restoration ever 
completed in New England. These parcels provide connectivity to the approximately 770 acres of conservation land 
at Beaver Dam/Briggs Conservation Area as well as connecting to Entergy land. The Town of Plymouth has been 
working to restore and protect this property since 2009. Without this acquisition the land protection, the grant 
funding and the overall ongoing restoration of these properties will be jeopardized.  
 
Details on funds acquired to date are listed below: 
 
Tidmarsh West (Beaver Dam Acquisition) 
 

• Land includes cranberry bogs and so-called “Church” lot to the crest of the Pinehills. Approximately, 129 
acres in total.  

• 2014 appraisal values land at $775,000. Owner has agreed to sell for $700,000.  
• $51,000 is available for the Tidmarsh West acquisition via MA Landscape Partnership Grant. 
• $375,000 would become available from NRCS Wetlands Reserve Program (Eel River, Tidmarsh East) for 

restoration of Tidmarsh West bogs.  
•  

Tidmarsh East  
 

• Land consists of approximately 497 acres. The appraised value is $3,400,000 to be acquired by Mass 
Audubon for $2,300,000.  

• Mass Audubon has $949,000 in Landscape Partnership Grant funding for acquisition. MAA has over 
$300,000 in pledges.  

• There is a $1,000,000 National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant (with the Town) that is pending. 
Announcement anticipated in late fall 2016.  

• Restoration funds to date $3,500,000. 
• This restoration would improve water quality and habitat within Beaver Dam Brook, Bartlett Pond and 

White Horse Beach. 
 
Acquisition of this property will ensure that no grant funds will need to be returned and that the on-going 
restoration work to improve water quality and natural resources habitat along Beaver Dam brook can continue.  
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