
 

 
 

ARTICLE 16E:   
 
ARTICLE 16E: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, for open space and 
recreational purposes pursuant to G.L. c.44B and to accept the deed to the Town of 
Plymouth, of a fee simple interest or less of land containing 7.8 acres, more or less, 
located off Hedges Pond Road in the Town of Plymouth  shown on Assessor’s Map 
55 as a portion of Lot 36B and Lot 37B, and further that said land shall be held 
under the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission; and as 
funding therefor to appropriate $45,000 for the acquisition, including all  costs 
incidental and related thereto, from the Community Preservation Fund estimated 
annual revenues, fund balance, or reserves, and/or borrow said total sum pursuant 
to G.L. c. 44B, §11 or G.L. c. 44, §7 or any other enabling authority, and to authorize 
the Treasurer, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, to borrow said sum and 
issue notes and bonds therefor; provided, however, that any amounts to be 
borrowed hereunder shall be reduced by any gifts or grants received for such 
purposes prior to any borrowing; and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen 
to grant a conservation restriction in said property in accordance with G.L. c. 44B, 
§12 meeting the requirements of G.L. c.184, §§31-33; and to authorize appropriate 
Town officials to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as 
may be necessary on behalf of the Town to effect said purchase; or take any other  
action relative thereto. 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval $45,000 (8-3-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee recommends Town Meeting approve Article 
16E.  Town Meeting approval of this article will appropriate $45,000 from the 
Community Preservation Fund to purchase approximately 7.8 acres of land located 
off Hedges Pond Road for open space and recreational purposes.  The acquisition of 
this parcel, to be held under the care, custody and control of the Conservation 
Commission, is intended to square off existing Town-owned land at Hedges Pond 
Recreational Area & Preserve; the land contains trails that are currently used by 
visitors to the recreational area and is recognized as an area of Critical 
Environmental Concern by the Commonwealth’s Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs.  
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MEMO 
 
TO: Town Meeting, Board of Selectmen, and the Advisory & Finance Committee 
From: The Community Preservation Committee 
Date:    Friday January 15, 2016 
Re: ANNUAL SPRING TM 2016: CPA Article 16E 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
ARTICLE 16E:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to acquire 
by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, for open space and recreational purposes 
pursuant to G.L. c.44B and to accept the deed to the Town of Plymouth, of a fee simple 
interest or less of land located off Hedges Pond Road in the Town of Plymouth comprised 
of 7.8 acres more or less being made up of a portion of lot 36B and 37B shown on 
Assessors Map 55 said land to be held under the care, custody and control of the 
Conservation Commission, to appropriate $45,000.00 for the acquisition and other costs 
associated therewith from the Community Preservation Fund estimated annual revenues, 
fund balance, or reserves, and/or borrow said total sum which shall be reduced by the 
amount of any grants received by the Town pursuant to G.L.c.44B, section 11 or G.L. c.44, 
section 7 or any other enabling authority; and further to authorize the Board of Selectmen 
to grant a conservation restriction in said property in accordance with G.L.c.44B, section 
12 meeting the requirements of G.L. c. 184, sections 31-33; and to authorize appropriate 
Town officials to enter into all agreements and execute any and all instruments as may be 
necessary on behalf of the Town to effect said purchase; or take any other  action relative 
thereto. 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION  
 
CPC RECOMMENDATION: Approval (unanimous) 
The Community Preservation Committee voted unanimously in favor of Article 16E at its meeting held 
Thursday, January 14, 2016 
 
SUMMARY & INTENT:  
The Community Preservation Committee is recommending the purchase of land off Hedges Pond Road.  
The intention of the Article would increase the size and amenities of the Hedges Pond Recreation Area and 
Preserve (a CPA acquisition from 2007).  This would be the second acquisition with CPA funds to increase 
the original size of the Hedges Pond Rec Area and Preserve. The property is also entirely within the 4450-
acre Herring River Watershed Area which is land recognized as a area of Critical Environmental Concern 
(“ACEC”) as designated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Executive Office of Environmental 
Affairs. The property possesses considerable natural resource value.  It is in close proximity to areas 
designated by Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program (“NHESP”) as important Wildlife habitat, 
including Priority Habitats of Rare Species. 
 

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION 
COMMITTEE 
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