
 

 

ARTICLE 33:   
 
ARTICLE 33: To see if the Town will vote to amend section 3-12-1 of the Town 
Charter to read as follows: The Board of Selectmen shall appoint a Zoning Board of 
Appeals of five members and two associate members for three year overlapping 
terms. Persons not registered to vote in the town of Plymouth and Representative 
Town Meeting Members shall not eligible for appointment to or service on the 
Zoning Board of appeals, or to take any other action relative thereto.  
BY PETITION: Steven Striar et al. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: Not Approve (5-8-0).   
The Advisory & Finance Committee recommends Town Meeting not approve Article 
33.  This article seeks to amend the Charter to specifically exclude Town Meeting 
members from being eligible to serve on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  As evidenced 
by the split vote, members of the Advisory & Finance Committee have substantially 
differing points of view on this question.  On the one hand, several members raised 
concern about the same individual being able to participate in the process of making 
laws and the process of interpreting and enforcing those laws and the potential for 
conflict such dual roles create.  Alternatively, the majority of members seemed to 
believe that no evidence exists (or, at least, was presented) to substantiate the 
concerns over theoretical role conflicts and expressed concerns about compelling 
long-standing, knowledgeable ZBA members to choose between being a Town 
Meeting or ZBA member and the problems that could be created by an incomplete 
and / or less knowledgeable Zoning Board of Appeals. 
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