
Report from the Beach, 5/26/16 
 
The Crossover at Plymouth Long Beach will open for the season on Saturday, May 28.  The 
Crossover will be open 9:00am to 7:00pm daily, subject to restrictions for nesting shorebirds and 
tidal conditions. 
The piping plovers began nesting in late April, and the surf from a storm during the first week of 
May washed out some of the nests.  Unfortunately, this means that some of the plovers will have to 
begin the nesting process again, which will delay the nesting season.  Many of the pairs already 
have a second nest, but there are several that we expect will nest again soon, so the following 
information about vehicle access may change.  Currently, we expect that we will have space on the 
beachfront for the maximum permitted limit of 225 vehicles when the Crossover opens on Saturday, 
May 28.  As the nests begin hatching, vehicle access will be reduced.  On May 29, Crossover access 
will be reduced to approximately 180 vehicles, and should remain at that level until June 5, when it 
will be reduced to 145 vehicles, and then 70 vehicles on June 6.  The Crossover will close to vehicle 
access when a plover nest hatches around June 12.  The hatching of this nest may also impact 
access on Ryder Way past the Day Parking Area.  A nest located near Ryder Way is expected to 
hatch around June 20.  Further restrictions may be implemented when this nest hatches.  For 
updates on how much vehicle access will be available, please check the Department of Marine and 
Environmental Affairs (MEA) page on the Town’s website at www.plymouth-ma.gov before 
heading out to the beach. 
The Massachusetts Division of Fisheries and Wildlife submitted a Habitat Conservation Plan for 
Piping Plover to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that will give landowners some flexibility in 
managing piping plovers and recreational activities.  We anticipate that a decision regarding 
approval of the plan will be received in early summer.  In the meantime, MEA is working on a 
request for a certificate of inclusion so that some of the activities covered in the plan, such as use of 
a road or parking lot in the vicinity of unfledged piping plover chicks, may be implemented at Long 
Beach.  Implementation of the plan will depend on timing of the approvals, but we may be able to 
reduce some of the restrictions described above, subject to risk minimization protocols and 
mitigation.   
In addition to restrictions for shorebird nesting, above average and extreme tides can affect 
beachfront vehicle access.  From June 2 through June 9, extreme tides will cause temporary 
closures each day.  Unfortunately, many of these tides are in the middle of the day and may 
significantly affect beach access.  Depending on tide height and weather conditions, vehicles will 
have to leave some or all of the beachfront for approximately 1½ hours before and after the high 
tide.  Please check the tides before heading out to the beach so that you can plan your day 
accordingly.  Tide calendars are no longer available from MEA, but there are many tide apps and 
websites, and there is a link for tide information on the MEA webpage. 

The Plymouth Long Beach Rules & Regulations pamphlet is available in the MEA office on the 
second floor of Town Hall as well as on the website.  Before you head out to the beach for the first 
time this season, please take a few minutes to review the information in the pamphlet.   
The seasonal dog ban on certain portions of the beach went into effect April 1st.  From April 1st through 
September 30th, the partial ban restricts dogs from all Town properties north of the Day Parking Area, 
which is the small 4x4 parking area located about 2/3 of the way out to the Crossover.  Leashed dogs are 
allowed on Ryder Way and the beachfront from the main parking lot north to the Day Parking Area, 
excluding areas closed for shorebird nesting.  Violations of the ban and/or the leash law can result in fines 
up to $100. 



Here are a few more reminders:  Please remember to stay within the designated travel corridor at all 
times while driving on the beach, and park between the “parking” posts on Town property marked 
with green flagging.  Driving on the tidal flats is not allowed, so please pull into or back into the 
parking area rather than turning around below the high tide line.  For the safety of yourself and 
those around you, observe the speed limit of 10 mph in all areas including on the beach, on Ryder 
Way and in the parking lot.  If you park along Ryder Way, park in the areas designated by signs, 
and do not block the road as other vehicles, including emergency vehicles, must be able to pass by.   
Please become familiar with and follow all of the rules and regulations so that we can a have safe 
summer and protect Plymouth’s valuable natural resources. 
 


