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Chapter 81 
 
 

HARBOR 
 

§ 81-1. Definitions. 

§ 81-2. Speed limit; signs to be posted. 

§ 81-3. Water-skiing. 

§ 81-4. Pollution. 

§ 81-5. Berthing. 

§ 81-6. Float, pier and ramp areas. 

§ 81-7. Noise; reckless operation of vessel. 

§ 81-8. Fees. 

§ 81-9. Regulations of the Harbor Master. 

§ 81-10. Mooring applications and permits. 

§ 81-11. Mooring specifications; minimum requirements. 

§ 81-12. Violations and penalties. 
 
[HISTORY: Adopted by the Special Town Meeting of the Town of Plymouth 6-3-1985 by 
Art. 12. Amendments noted where applicable.] 
 
 

GENERAL REFERENCES 
 

Beaches -- See Ch. 30. 

 
 
§ 81-1. Definitions. 
 
  As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 
 

ANCHOR -- To secure a vessel to the bed of a body of water by dropping an anchor 
therefrom which is designed or intended to be hauled back aboard when said vessel is not 
at anchor. 

 
HARBOR MASTER -- The Harbor Master and Assistant Harbor Masters duly appointed 
by the Board of Selectmen. In addition to duties and responsibilities under the General 
Laws, the Harbor Master shall patrol the harbor, provide services and render assistance to 
boaters, conduct investigations of boating crimes and assist in the prosecution of those 
crimes and enforce the law in the harbor and perform related duties. [Added 9-19-1988 
STM by Art. 11]  

 
HEADWAY SPEED – Headway speed shall mean the slowest speed at which a vessel 
may be operated at and still maintain steering.  Headway speed is also known as 
steerageway speed. [Added 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
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MOORINGS: 
 
 A. The place where buoyant vessels are secured, other than a pier. 
 
 B. The equipment and/or process used to secure a vessel, other than by anchoring, 

consisting of a block of anchor placed on the bed of a body of water, to which is 
affixed a buoy or float, to which is affixed a pennant. 

 
PLYMOUTH HARBOR -- All areas of the harbor and municipal waterways contiguous 
thereto over which the Town of Plymouth may exercise its powers, excepting, however, 
those areas under specific lease to private persons or owned privately. 

 
 
§ 81-2. Speed limit; signs to be posted. [Substituted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 
 A. Check your wake at all times. 
 
 B. The maximum speed limit is six miles per hour in Plymouth Harbor. A speed 

regulations sign reading "Speed Limit - 6 MPH" will be placed on the west side 
of the channel, 1,000 feet southwest of Nun No. 14. A sign reading "Welcome to 
Plymouth, Check Your Wake at All Times" will be placed at the entrance of the 
harbor, locus about 1,000 feet north of Nun No. 8. These signs will be placed at 
these locations from June 1 to October 1 of each year. 

 
A. You are responsible for your wake at all times when operating within Plymouth 

Harbor and for all damage to public or private property which may be caused by 
excessive wake coming from your vessel. 

 
B. Maximum speed is headway speed within any and all mooring areas within 

Plymouth Harbor. 
 
§ 81-3. Water-skiing. 
 
  Water-skiing will not be permitted in posted areas or anchorages. 
 
 
§ 81-4. Pollution. 
 
 A. Oil shall not be dumped or pumped overboard in any harbor area. 
 
 B. Untreated sewage, rubbish, debris, garbage or dead fish shall not be discharged 

into Plymouth Harbor. 
 
 C. Boats or vessels shall not run their engines with propellers engaged while tied to 

the docks. Boats requiring dock trials may do so with permission of the Harbor 
Master in each instance. 

 
 D. Derelict boats, motors, etc., shall not be allowed in the harbor or on the shores. 
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§ 81-5. Berthing. 
 
 A. Tie-up periods at town floats will be limited to 15 minutes. A tie-up time limit at 

the town floats or piers for visitors at night, or boats with breakdowns, will be 
limited by discretion of the Harbor Master. 

 
 B. All visiting craft entering Plymouth Harbor are subject to the direction of the 

Harbor Master, who shall be consulted before anchoring or tying to any of the 
facilities or moorings. 

 
 C. All draggers, while moored at docks, shall have their trawl boards swung inside 

rails at all times. 
 

All draggers, gill-netters, or other fishing vessels moored at the docks must have 
their trawl board, hauling gear, or other fishing gear secured inside the rails at all 
times. [Substituted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 

 D. Boat moorings cannot be rented out by owners and are assignable, when not in 
use, by the Harbor Master. 

 
 E. Boats shall not be tied to docks in dead storage without special permission from 

the Board of Selectmen. Any boat so illegally tied up for over four weeks' time 
will, upon notice from the Harbor Master, be removed [at the owners expense.  
[Final four words added 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13]] 

 
 
§ 81-6. Float, pier and ramp areas. 
 
 A. Fishing gear, equipment or any other matter shall not be allowed to remain on the 

docks or floats for over 24 hours without permission of the Harbor Master. 
 
 B. Swimming will not be allowed from the state pier, town pier or floats attached to 

public docks or the launching ramp area in Plymouth Harbor. 
 
 C. There will be no soliciting from town-owned piers, floats, launching ramp and 

parking areas unless authorized by the Board of Selectmen. 
 
 D. Rules. 
 
  (1) Rules for the ramp and adjacent parking area shall be as follows: 
 
   (a) No public drinking. 
 
   (b) No open fires. 
 
   (c) No camping. 



 

 
 
8104  

 PLYMOUTH CODE § 81-7 
 
 
   (d) No cleaning of fish. 
 
   (e) No littering. 
 
   (f) No swimming. 
 
   (g) No unattended boats, floats, gear, etc. 
 
   (h) No soliciting. 
 
  (2) A sign shall always be posted listing the above. 
 
  
§ 81-7. Noise; reckless operation of vessel. 
 
 A. Unmuffled noise from engines, outboards, amplifying systems, radios and the 

like shall be kept at a minimum when in the proximity of piers, floats, anchorages 
or ramp areas. 

 
 B. No person shall operate any motorboat or any vessel in a reckless or negligent 

manner so as to endanger the life, safety or property of any person. 
 
 
§ 81-8. Fees. 
 
 A. Commercial interest, party boats, fishing boats, associations or companies using 

the town pier for permanent moorings, float access or gangways will pay an 
annual fee fairly determined by the Board of Selectmen. 

 
 B. All persons tying tenders at the town pier shall be charged an annual fee to be 

fairly determined by the Board of Selectmen. 
 
 
§ 81-9. Regulations of the Harbor Master. [Added 4-13-1988 ATM by Art. 25] 
 
  The Harbor Master, with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, may from time to time 
promulgate rules and regulations relating to the matters within his or her powers and jurisdiction 
under MGL c. 102, §§ 19 through 26. 
 
 
§ 81-10. Mooring applications and permits. 
 
 A. No person shall place, maintain or use a mooring within Plymouth Harbor 

without a permit for said mooring having been issued by the Harbor Master. The 
fee for such permit shall be set by the Board of Selectmen. [Amended 9-19-1988 
STM by Art. 12]  
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 B. Applications for moorings in Plymouth Harbor shall be submitted to the Harbor 

Master, on forms approved by the Harbor Master, which shall include whatever 
information may be required in the discretion of the Harbor Master for the 
purpose of properly administering this chapter. 

 
 C. Said applications shall be date stamped upon receipt by the Harbor Master, who 

shall consider permit applications in the order of their submission. The Harbor 
Master shall grant permits in the order of submission of the applications, 
provided, however, on the basis of the availability of suitable mooring space for 
the particular boat. 

 
 D. Moorings shall be assigned by the Harbor Master according to the specific 

requirements of the particular boat, including its length, draft, type, rig or other 
pertinent requirements. 

  
 E. Any applicant [or mooring holder [Added 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13]] aggrieved 

by a decision of the Harbor Master with respect to any decision regarding any 
application or forfeiture may receive a hearing before the Board of Selectmen by 
filing a written request therefor within 30 days following said decision, unless the 
time for filing such request shall be extended by the Board for good cause shown. 

 
 F. All moorings shall be placed at the location designated by the Harbor Master. 
 
 G. A mooring is not transferable under any circumstances [, except from spouse to 

spouse [Added 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13]]. 
 
 H. A mooring is deemed forfeited upon its being abandoned or otherwise left unused 

for any unreasonable period of time. [Deleted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 
 
§ 81-11. Mooring specifications; minimum requirements. 
 
 A. Dredged areas. 
 
  (1) Block or mushroom. Hairpins or eyes in blocks must be 25% heavier 

than chain specification. 
 
 
  Cement Block 
Length of Boat Mushroom or Equivalent 
(feet) (pounds) (inches) 
 
16 to 20 150 28 x 28 x 18 
 
21 to 26 250 32 x 32 x 18 
 
27 to 32 500 36 x 36 x 20 
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33 to 38 800 36 x 36 x 24 
 
39 to 42 1,000 42 x 42 x 24 
 
43 to 55 2 to 1,000 48 x 48 x 24 
 on bridle 
 or 1,500 
   [Deleted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 
56 and over Subject to ruling by Harbor Master 
 
  (2) Chain size. 
 
Length of Boat Diameter 
(feet) (inches) 
 
16 to 20 1/2 
 
21 to 26 1/2 
 
27 to 32 5/8 
 
33 to 38 5/8 
 
39 to 42 3/4 
 
43 to 55 7/8 
 
56 and over Subject to ruling by Harbor Master 
 
  (3) Pennant diameter. 
 
 
Length of Boat Nylon or Equivalent 
(feet) (inches) 
 
16 to 20 1/2 
 
21 to 26 5/8 
 
27 to 32 1      3/4 
 
33 to 38 1 1/8       7/8 
 
39 to 42 1 ¼   1 
 
43 to 55 1 3/8   11/4 
 [Substituted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
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56 and over Subject to ruling by Harbor Master 
 
  
 (4) Scope. 
 
   (a) Length of chain for flotation buoys: ocean floor to two feet 

above maximum high water. 
 

(b) Length of pennant: 2/3 ½ of length of boat measured in a straight 
line from extreme bow chock to stern of boat. This method of 
measurement shall be used with cans, balls or synthetic flotation 
buoys.  [Substituted 4-5-2003 STM by Article 13] 

 
  
 B. Nondredged areas (flats). 
 
  (1) Block or mushroom. 
 
  Cement Block 
Length of Boat Mushroom or Equivalent 
(feet) (pounds) (inches) 
 
Under 16 50 18 x 18 x 12 
 
17 to 20 100 20 x 20 x 12 
 
21 to 26 150 28 x 28 x 18 
 
27 to 32 200 32 x 32 x 18 
 
33 and over Subject to ruling by Harbor Master 
 
Up to 26’ 36”x36”x12” 
[Substituted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 
  (2) Chain size. 
 
 
Length of Boat Diameter 
(feet) (inches) 
 
Under 16 3/8 to 1/2 
 
17 to 20 1/2 
 
21 to 26 1/2 
 
27 to 32 5/8 
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33 and over Subject to ruling 
 by Harbor Master 
[Deleted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 
  (3) Pennant diameter. 
 
 
Length of Boat Nylon or Equivalent 
(feet) (inches) 
 
Under 16 1/2 
 
17 to 20 1/2 
 
21 to 26 5/8 
 
27 to 32 3/4 
 
33 and over Subject to ruling 
 by Harbor Master 
[Deleted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 
  (4) Scope. 
 
Length of Boat Scope 
(feet) (feet) 
 
Under 16 30  10 
 
17 to 20 34  10 
 
21 to 26 38  12 
 
27 to 32 40 
 
33 and over Subject to ruling 
 by Harbor Master 
[Substituted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 
  (5) Boats moored on flats at two feet below mean low water shall have their 

moorings completely buried. 
 
 C. Special areas: moorings in channels, Hobs Hole, Saquish Head, Goose Point, 

Cordage Channel or equivalent tidal areas. 
 
  (1) Present moorings may stay at existing overall scope. If the harbor 

conditions in these areas become congested in the future, moorings shall 
be shortened in these tidal areas with chain two feet above mean high 
water and the length of the pennant equal to the length of the boat. 
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  (2) Special area moorings for small boats inside the Plymouth town wharf 

basin and directly opposite the westerly jetty are to have the following 
regulations: 

 
   (a) Moorings: to be spaced 20 feet apart and to have an overall 

length of scope of 14 feet from exposed flat to the bow chock of 
the boat. 

 
   (b) Mushroom: fifty-pound block, 18 inches by 18 inches by 12 

inches. 
 
   (c) Chain: 3/8 inch to 1/2 inch. 
 
 
  
   (d) Scope: 14 feet. 
 
   (e) Diameter of pennants, nylon or equivalent: 1/2 inch. 
[Deleted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 
 D. All areas. 
 
  (1) The use of spars or stainless steel floats for chain flotation shall be 

prohibited. Only cans, balls or styrene-type chain flotation shall be used. 
In all types of chain flotation buoys, other than metal, chain or a metal 
rod must be passed through the buoy connecting the mooring pennant to 
the mooring chain. 

 
  (2) All chain flotation buoys shall be plainly and clearly visible above any 

tide level at all times. 
 

(3) The above-described moorings shall be painted white with a blue band, 
the owner's or boat's name and the length of the boat on the can or buoy, 
and also the owner's name on the mooring block or mushroom anchor. 
The above described moorings shall be painted white with a blue 
band and must display the owners last name and mooring number 
on the can or buoy. [Substituted 4-5-2003 STM by Art. 13] 
 

  (4) All new complete moorings placed or replaced in any location in 
Plymouth Harbor after April 1, 1963, shall conform to the regulations 
and will be placed at a locus designated by the Harbor Master. 

 
  (5) Winter spars must be installed on all moorings. They shall be painted and 

identifiable at all times except during ice conditions. 
 
  (6) Winter spars or buoys shall not be installed prior to September 1 and 

must be removed by June 1. 
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  (7) The Harbor Master will inspect all moorings regularly, commencing June 

1 through September 1 of each year, for flotation of cans, balls or buoys 
and notify owners, in writing, by certified mail, if their cans, balls or 
buoys do not conform to this chapter. 

 
  (8) All pennants shall be nylon or equivalent with adequate mooring devices, 

approved by the Harbor Master, to eliminate the hazard of chafing. 
 
  (9) Owners with defective moorings shall be allowed seven days after 

receiving notice from the Harbor Master to correct the defective 
conditions. If the defect is not corrected after this time, the owner will be 
subject to penalty in conformance with this chapter. The Harbor Master, 
upon finding a defective mooring, shall properly mark said mooring to 
show danger or obstruction. 

 
  (10) The Harbor Master shall order owners of moorings to have said 

moorings lifted, at the owner's expense, once each five years for visual inspection 
by the Harbor Master to determine their condition. In lieu of lifting moorings, 
replacements may be made. Upon certification of mooring fitness or replacement, 
the owner may replace the mooring at the original locus. [Deleted 4-5-2003 
STM by Art. 13]  

 
 
  (11) The Harbor Master shall keep a detailed description of all moorings, their 

locus, the owner's name, telephone number and home and business 
address, date of mooring and length and rig of the boat. 

 
§ 81-12. Violations and penalties. 
 
 A. A fine not to exceed $50 may be imposed for first offense infractions or 

disobedience to this chapter when state or federal penalties do not apply. All 
other fines that are applicable are defined in MGL c. 40, § 21. 

 
 B. Offenders will be prosecuted by the Harbor Master and all other enforcement 

agents. 
 
 C. Violations of this chapter may be sufficient cause for the Harbor Master to refuse 

an individual or his or her vessel the use of town-owned or town-controlled 
facilities for such period of time as may be determined by the Harbor Master or 
the Board of Selectmen, in addition to necessary court action in cases of violation 
of the Motorboat Law.3 

 

                                                 
3 Editor's Note: See MGL c. 90B. 


