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Hard to find monuments

In the past when confronted with finding a lone monument way out in the middle of 

the forest.

• we would do our best to orient the plan to the ground.

• Sight a direction as best you can and start break taping in that direction as best 

you could.

• Once arriving at the set distance you tie a piece of flagging so as not to loose 

the measured distance.

• Then you begin scouring the ground for the monument, which depending on 

how well you estimated your direction could be either side sometimes as much 

as 100’.

• This method usually takes two men and a lot of time.

• I have found that GPS handheld does away with all that, one man can now 

reconnoiter that hard to find point quicker and more accurately.



Tools you will need

• Computer with internet access.

• Google Earth (Free Download)

• Inexpensive hand held GPS ($100 - $300)



If your survey project is located in an area dominated by rolling, heavily 
wooded terrain and the first thing you need to do is to find the CB/Dh 
shown at the westerly corner of the property shown hereon.   



Luckily this plan shows the cart paths in the area and the cart paths are also 
also visible from aerial photographs. The first pieces of information needed will 
be the scaled distances from cart path “A & B” to the subject Bound 692’ & 
1148’ respectively. 



Once you have reviewed your record information, in this case the plan of land. You then log onto Google Earth 
(free download) and find physical ground features to measure from, in this case the cart paths. Using Google 
Earths Line and Path measuring tools do your best to mark a spot that you feel is the most accurate 
representation of that point.



Having measured to and marked the bound location with a Google Earth measure path tool 
(corner shown below in green), place your movable cursor over the point and record the Latitude 
and Longitude shown in the lower Left corner of the Google Earth window (Latitude 41-
51’01.08”N, Longitude 70-33’-11.54” W).



Enter your new found Latitude and Longitude for your waypoint into your GPS, being sure that if 
you’re entering DD-MM-SS.SS your GPS is configured to recognize DD-MM-SS.SS. Execute the find 
waypoint command and it will literally guide you to the point. This bound was found on a hot 
summer day under a dense oak canopy, the GPS unit took me to within 6 feet of the bound without 
the use of a tape. Though a metal locator was needed because the bound was set flush. We have 
since used this technique to find hundreds of monuments, it works great.


