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GOVERNDR : . .
KARYN POLITO : New Smoke Alarm Regulatlons When
: LIEF'TE%NT GQVERNQR Selllng Older Homes
* " DANIEL BENNETT
SECRETARY _ - "No Explred Alarms Replacement Alarms Must Have 10—
Sl S year Battenes
- PETER J. OSTROSKEY :
STATE FIRE MARSHAL . . Starting December 1 nlder one- and iwo family hemes cannot be sold with
; expn‘ed or wui-of-date smoke alarrns The Board of Fire Prevention Regulations
has revised the State Fire Code to require that one- and two-family hemes built
Medla Contact -
before 1975 must have werking smoke alarms _tl’\al fhave not expired. Working
Jennifer Micth ’ - smoke alarms installed prior to December 1, 2016 (that met previous

requirements) can continue to be used until they are ten years ofd or have " ) i

(o78) 567_3189 exceeded the manufaciurer‘s reeommended Ilfe whu:hever occurs ﬁrst

Staie Flre Mershal Ostroskey said, "Most peeple lcnow they sheuld have werlqng
smoke alarms. The one thing many people don't reallze Is that smoke alarms
need 1o be replaced abcut evely ten years Ma;or manufaclurers of smoke
alarms indicate they have a service life of about fen: years and recommend
replacement aﬁer that because the sensmg techno]ogy deterlerates over tlme

New Requrrements When Replacmg Alarms :
When replacing expired alarms, the regu!anons reql.ure the new alarms be
photoelectric with a hush button feature to silence nuisance atarms. Inténsifying
" smoke will override the hush feature. Alarms can be photoelectric alone, or in
cammbination with lonlzation technology. They may also piovide smoke and -
carbon monoxide (CO) detecticn in the same device. The biggest change Is that
replacement battery powered alarms will have to have @ 10-year, sealed, non-
repiaceable, non-rechargéable battery. These batteries won't ever have fo be
changed for the life of the smoke alarm, The-entire unit, the smoké alarm and
the battery. will need to be replaced at the end of ten years, and the alarm Will
give you an end-af-life warmng

Gu:de_for queowners and Realtors
The Departmient of Fire Services has posted an updated version our
' Consumer‘s Guide fo Srmoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm Regmrements for -
Selling 1- and 2- Farnlly Homes E on ourwebsrle The gurde covering the
existing reqmrements for homes being sold through Noverber 30 will rerain on
the site Until Decarmiber 1, Go to www mass,.qow/DES and type "Smoke Alarm
~ Regulaﬂdns" i the search box. The best source of information about a specific
home is your Iocal ﬁre preventmn bureau as they will be conductmg the
inspection

Every Home Should Have Werkmg Smoke and CO alarms

“The goal is tD have wurklng smoke and’ co alarms when you reafly need them
Alarms that are | eaS|er (1] keep In guud working order, should reduce 1he reasons
people dlsable them :

How to Finci Out How Dld Smoke or CO Alarms Are:

is, If it doesn't have ohe, then it ls already more lhan ten years old and needs o
be replaced o . . : L ; :

"No Worklng Smoke Alarms n 55% of Last Wlnter's Fire Deaf.hs
" ast winter foo many peopie died in homes wzlhout worklng smoke a!arrns,_
said Os!roskey, “No'ohe thinks fire wil happen to'them, but a majonty of firg -
deaths occiil in hames without worklng alarms.” Last wlnler (December 2015-
March 2016} there were 31 fire deaths In horfes and in more lhan 12, 55%

seniors — people over 65

,Check the manu’facture date slamped on the back of lhe alzrm fo seé how old It L
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there were no working smoke alarms. One-tird of those who died In flres were _' o
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