
What is a soil?

• It’s the living skin of our planet Earth.
• The soil is composed of sand, silt, clay and 

partially decomposed organic matter.
• In soil science, the soil starts at the ground 

surface and typically extends down 6 feet.
• Underlying the soil are unweathered geologic 

sediments and bedrock.
• There are more living things in a handful of soil 

than people living in the World.



How did our soils form in 
New England?



Soil Forming Factors:
•Time
•Parent Material (geologic sediments) 
•Climate
•Living Organisms
•Position on the landscape
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Stratified Sands and Gravel


