
 TOWN OF PLYMOUTH 
 CHARTER REVIEW COMMITTEE 
  
 MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
 JUNE 4, 2024 
 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020, Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18 and further updates, this meeting was conducted in a Hybrid 
format.  A Zoom Meeting link was provided. 
 
These minutes are not verbatim – they are the recording secretary’s interpretation of what took place at the 
meeting, per Open Meeting Law, G.L. C 30A, § 22. 

 
The Charter Review Committee held a scheduled meeting on Tuesday, May 21, 2024, 6 PM, at the 
Plymouth Townhall, Ropewalk Meeting Room, 2nd Floor, 26 Court Street, Plymouth, MA 02360.   
 
In attendance:  Alan Costello, Chair, Steve Bolotin, Vice Chair, Len Levin, Clerk and members, Mike Hanlon, 
Joseph Hutchinson, Tim Lawlor, Laurence Pizer and Martha Vautrain. 
Absent:  Betty Cavacco  
Staff assistant, Michelle Turner, was present, via Zoom. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

Alan Costello, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6 PM, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

Minutes of May 21, 2024 

Steve Bolotin MOTIONED to approve the Minutes, as presented, 2nd Laurence Pizer. 

Mr. Lawlor was not yet in attendance for the approval of the Minutes. 

 
 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain   X 

Mike Hanlon    X      

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor     

MOTION PASSED 5-0-2 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

Al Denardo, Precinct 17 – Thanks the Committee for their vote on the proposed changes to the 
School Committee, Chapter 4, Section 3 (changes shown below).  He will be supporting this vote 
at Town Meeting. 
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No other public comment made. 
 

 

 
 
 
Discussion Items: 
Renumbering/Reformatting of the Charter (Revision 240602-2). 
A subcommittee was formed at the 5/21/24 meeting (Alan Costello, Steve Bolotin, Len Levin and 
Laurence Pizer) to meet with Counsel and begin discussion on renumbering/reformatting the 
Charter.   
 
A renumbered/reformatted Charter was distributed via email by Mr. Levin.  This document 
incorporated some of the changes/additions/deletions made, but not all.  The focus of the new 26 
page document was reorganizing and renumbering. 
The subcommittee is discussing strategy on how to present the changes.  Mr. Levin suggested a 
2nd document which would connect the current charter to the proposed charter – with the noted 
changes in each section. 
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The Chair noted a meeting held with Town Counsel earlier that day to discuss the changes and 
how to present the Article to Town Meeting.  Mr. Costello was focused on the Committee 
accepting the reorganized charter being presented on June 4, 2024.  The document must explain 
the changes as best as possible so there is no confusion with Town Meeting members.   
 
Mr. Pizer noted the meeting held with Town Counsel to be one of the best working meetings. One 
of the most successful things to do with the renumbering is to present to Town Meeting the 
proposed changes and then allow the Town Clerk to present the finished product. 
 
Steve Bolotin said the subcommittee tried to organize the charter in a logical order.  The new 
charter should be user-friendly. 
 
Mr. Pizer was pleased with the new format. 
 
<Tim Lawlor arrived at the meeting at 6:30 pm.> 
 
Mr. Levin noted that changes were made by the subcommittee that needed to be voted on by the 
Committee, as follows: 
 

Page 5 – Chapter 2 Heading  

 
 
Steve Bolotin MOTIONED accept the change to add the words TOWN WIDE to the heading, 2nd 

Alan Costello 

 
 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED 8-0-0 
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Martha Vautrain MOTIONED to add  the TOWN MODERATOR  to section 2-1-1, as shown below,  
2nd Joseph Hutchinson 
 

 
 

 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED  8-0-0 
 
 
Laurence Pizer MOTIONED to add Sections 2-6  and 2-7 to Chapter 2, as shown below, 2nd Steve Bolotin. 
 

 
 

 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED 8-0-0 
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Mike Hanlon MOTIONED to reverse the order of Sections 2-5-2 and 2-5-3, as shown below, 2nd Joseph 
Hutchinson,  
 

 
 

 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED 8-0-0 
 
Mike Hanlon MOTIONED to delete Section 3-1-3a, as shown below, 2nd Laurence Pizer. 
 

 
 

 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED 8-0-0 
 
 
Mike Hanlon MOTIONED to retitle Chapter 4, Section 4 to REFERENDA, as shown below, 2nd 
Laurence Pizer 

 
 

 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED 8-0-0 
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Tim Lawlor MOTIONED to change title of Chapter 4, Section 5 to TOWNWIDE EECTED 
OFFICEHOLDERS, as shown below, 2nd Len Levin 
 

 
 

 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED 8-0-0 
 
 
Steve Bolotin MOTIONED to replace the text in Section 5-1 (d) with the text of Section 5-4, as 
shown below, 2nd Laurence Pizer. 
 

 
Replace with: 
 

 
 

 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED 8-0-0 
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Mike Hanlon MOTIONED to change the title of Chapter 6 to STATUTORILY REQUIRED PUBLIC 
BODIES, as shown below, 2nd Steve Bolotin. 
 

 
 

 YES NO ABSTAIN   YES NO ABSTAIN 

Steve Bolotin, VCH X     Len Levin X   

Betty Cavacco      Laurence Pizer  X   

Alan Costello  X    Martha Vautrain X   

Mike Hanlon  X        

Joe Hutchinson  X    All members are full standing members with no 
alternates. Tim Lawlor X    

MOTION PASSED 
 

 
The next meeting is Tuesday, June 18, 2024. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 PM 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michelle A. Turner 
Michelle A. Turner 
 
Minutes Approved on:    June 18, 2024 


