
 

ARTICLE 16D:   
 
ARTICLE 16D: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, for open space and 
recreational purposes pursuant to G.L. c.44B and to accept the deed to the Town 
of Plymouth, of a fee simple interest of land located off Russell Mills Road in the 
Town of Plymouth comprised of 10.2 acres more or less being made up of lot 58A-
1, 58A-2 and 58A-3shown on Assessors Map 82 said land to be held under the 
care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission, to appropriate a total 
sum of money for the acquisition and other costs associated therewith from the 
Community Preservation Fund estimated annual revenues, fund balance, or 
reserves, and/or borrow or otherwise fund said total sum pursuant to G.L.c.44B, 
section 11 or G.L. c.44, section 7 or any other enabling authority;  provided, 
however, that any such borrowing authority shall be reduced by the amount of 
any grants received by the Town prior to such borrowing; and further to authorize 
the Board of Selectmen to grant a conservation restriction in said property in 
accordance with G.L.c.44B, section 12 meeting the requirements of G.L. c. 184, 
sections 31-33; and further, that any premium received by the Town upon the sale 
of any bonds or notes approved by this vote, less any premium applied to the 
payment of the costs of issuance of such bonds or notes, may be applied to the 
payment of costs approved by this vote in accordance with G.L. c.44, §20, thereby 
reducing by a like amount the amount authorized to be borrowed to pay such 
costs; and to authorize appropriate Town officials to enter into all agreements and 
execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town to 
effect said purchase; or take any other  action relative thereto. 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE     
 
RECOMMENDATION: Approval $175,000 (9-1-0).  The Advisory & Finance 
Committee recommends Town Meeting approve Article 16D.  Town Meeting 
approval of this article will appropriate $175,000 from the Community Preservation 
Fund to purchase approximately 10.2 acres off Russell Mills Road for open space 
purposes.  The purpose of this acquisition is to protect the Plymouth/Carver sole 
source aquifer and act as a buffer between the Eel River and the town sewer plant 
to the northeast.  The town owns two parcels directly abutting to the west and east 
so this parcel will provide a buffer for connectivity of core habitats.  Parcel will be 
held under the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission.    
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MEMO
To: Town Meeting, Board of Selectmen, Advisory & Finance Committee 
From: The Community Preservation Committee
Date: Thursday December 7, 2016 
Re: ATM 2017: CPA Article 16D 
_______________________________________________________________________

ARTICLE 16D: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to 
acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain or otherwise, for open space and recreational 
purposes pursuant to G.L. c.44B and to accept the deed to the Town of Plymouth, of a fee 
simple interest of land located off Russell Mills Road in the Town of Plymouth 
comprised of 10.2 acres more or less being made up of lot 58A-1, 58A-2 and 58A-
3shown on Assessors Map 82 said land to be held under the care, custody and control of 
the Conservation Commission, to appropriate a total sum of money for the acquisition 
and other costs associated therewith from the Community Preservation Fund estimated 
annual revenues, fund balance, or reserves, and/or borrow or otherwise fund said total 
sum pursuant to G.L.c.44B, section 11 or G.L. c.44, section 7 or any other enabling 
authority;  provided, however, that any such borrowing authority shall be reduced by the 
amount of any grants received by the Town prior to such borrowing; and further to 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to grant a conservation restriction in said property in 
accordance with G.L.c.44B, section 12 meeting the requirements of G.L. c. 184, sections 
31-33; and to authorize appropriate Town officials to enter into all agreements and 
execute any and all instruments as may be necessary on behalf of the Town to effect said 
purchase; or take any other action relative thereto. 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

CPC RECOMMENDATION: Approval (unanimous) 
The Community Preservation Committee voted unanimously in support of Article 16D at 
its meeting held Thursday December 29, 2016. 

SUMMARY & INTENT: 
The Community Preservation Committee is recommending the purchase of 10.2 acres of 
uplands with frontage on Russell Mills Road. The Town owns two parcels directly 
abutting to the west and east, and large tracts of preserved land to the north and south. 
The property is located in the Plymouth-Carver sole source aquifer and acts as a buffer 
from the Eel River and the Town Sewer Plant to the North East. The parcel is within the 
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program BioMap 2 as “Critical Natural 
Landscape” as designated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The area also 
provides a buffer for connectivity of Core Habitats.

TOWN OF PLYMOUTH
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
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Article 16D 

The Community Preservation Committee does an excellent job 
documenting their projects.  Please refer to their Spring Annual Town 
Meeting 2017 Community Preservation Act book for information about 
this article.  
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