
 
 

MEMO 
TO: Town Meeting, Board of Selectmen, and the Advisory & Finance Committee 
From: The Community Preservation Committee 
Date:    Friday, August 19, 2022 
Re: ANNUAL FALL TM 2022: CPA Article 9C 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
ARTICLE 9C: CPC- Purchase of Open Space- off Stephens Lane   
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to acquire by purchase, gift, eminent domain, 
or otherwise, for open space and recreational purposes pursuant to G.L. c. 44B on such terms and 
conditions as the Select Board deems appropriate and to accept the deed to the Town of Plymouth, of a 
fee simple interest or less in the land being a portion of lots 38C and 38A comprising 0.64 acres more or 
less, shown on Assessors’ Map 23, located off Stephens Lane in Plymouth, described more particularly 
in a deed recorded with the Plymouth County Registry of Deeds in Book 37999, Page 150, such land to 
be held under the care, custody, management and control of the Conservation Commission; and to 
appropriate $30,000.00 for the acquisition of said land and other costs associated therewith from the 
Community Preservation Fund estimated annual revenues, fund balance, or reserves, and/or borrow 
said total sum pursuant to G.L. c. 44B, §11 or G.L. c. 44, §7 or any other enabling authority; and further 
to authorize the Select Board to grant a conservation restriction in said property in accordance with 
G.L. c. 44B, §12 meeting the requirements of G.L. c. 184, §§31-33; and to authorize appropriate Town 
officials to file on behalf of the Town any and all applications deemed necessary for grants and 
reimbursements from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts deemed necessary under G.L. c. 132A, §11 
and to authorize them to enter into all agreements and execute all instruments as may be necessary on 
behalf of the Town to effect said purchase; or take any other  action relative thereto. 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE  
 
 
 
CPC RECOMMENDATION: Approval (unanimous) 
The Community Preservation Committee voted unanimously Article 9C at its meeting held Thursday, August 22, 2019 
 
SUMMARY & INTENT:  
The Community Preservation Committee is recommending this Article to Fall Town Meeting 2022 to utilize CPA 
Open Space Fund for the acquisition of land off Stephens Lane The Property is significant for its requiring 
drinking water, aquifer protection and estuary protection. 
 
NATURAL RESOURCE VALUES AND CHARACTERISTICS: The Property’s landscape context is favorable. It 
directly abuts the Town’s Stephens Field, and abuts Plymouth Harbor.  The property includes a wetland system 
designated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program as 
“Brackish Tidal Wetland”, and further designated by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection 
as a Salt Marsh.  Salt Marshes are some of the most productive ecosystems on earth, and also help to buffer 
inland areas for storm surges that often occur in the winter months. The property possesses considerable 
wildlife habitat values. It is closely proximate to areas designated by NHESP as Bio Map 2 “Critical Natural 
Landscape”, Tern Foraging.. Lands situated within said areas are high priorities for permanent preservation. 
The proposed acquisition meets several of the “Open Space Goals and Criteria” enumerated in Plymouth’s 
Community Preservation Committee Application, is consistent with several of the goals and objectives 
articulated in Plymouth’s 2017 Updated Open Space and Recreation Plan, and is also consistent with the vision 
expressed in the 2009 Stephens Field Park Master Plan. 
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