
PLY MOUTH FARM
AND LIVESTOCK

COMPACT



Farming with the Compact means:
The Compact is an agreement between the Town of Plymouth and individual farmers.
The farmer will agree to prepare, sign and farm in accordance with the compact. 
The farmer will agree to use best farming practices and operate their farms in an ethical,
humane, and nurturing manner. 
The farmer agrees to comply with the 15 stated Compact requirements.
As long as the farmer is conducting their operation according to the Compact, they are
immune to any future nuisance complaints.
Any farmer who chooses not to participate is free to do so, but they are open to any
nuisance complaints. 

WHAT IS THE LIVESTOCK COMPACT?
The Plymouth Farm and Livestock Compact is
a voluntary agreement to manage family and
small commercial farms using Best Farming
Practices; in lieu of implementation of additional
regulations. 



The words “farming” and “agriculture” shall
include, but not be limited to, the following:

Cultivation of tilling of the soil
Dairying
Production, cultivation, growing and harvesting of
any agricultural, aquacultural, floricultural,
viticultural, or horticultrual commodities
Growing and harvesting of forest products upon
forest land, and other forestry and lumbering
operations
Raising and keeping of horses
Raising and keeping of livestock incliuding poulty,
swine, cattle, ratites (such as emus and ostriches)
and camelids (such as llamas and camels) and
other domesticated animals for food and other
agricutlural purses, including bees and furbearing
animals. 

PLYMOUTH GENERAL BYLAWS:
CHAPTER 63 SECTIONS 1 & 2

The Right to farm bylaw.. encourages the pursuit of agriculture, promotes agricultural
based economic oppurtunities, and protects farming in the town of plymouth by allowing
agricultural uses and related activities to function in minimal conflict with abutters and
town agencies. The bylaw shall apply to all jurisdictional areas within the town.

“Farming” shall encompass activities including
but not limited to:
operation and transportation of slow-moving farm
equipment over roads within town
control of pests, including but not limited to
insects, weeds, predators and diseased organisms
of plants and animals
application of manure, fertilizers and pesticides
conducting agricultural-related educational and
farm-based recreational activities, including agri-
tourism, provided that the activities are related to
marketing the agricultural t or services of the farm
processing and packaging of the agricultural
output of a Farmers’ operation of a farmers’ market
or farm stand including signage. 
Maintenance, repari, or storage of seasonal
equipment or aparatus owned or leased by the
farm owner or manager used expressly for the
purpose of propagation, processing, managment
or sale of the agricultural products
On-Farm relocation of earth and the clearing of
ground for farming operations. 



PLYMOUTH GENERAL BYLAWS:
CHAPTER 63-3

RIGHT TO FARM DECLARATION 
The Right to Farm is hereby recognized to exists within the Town of
Plymouth. 
The above-described agriculutral activites may occur on holidays,
weekdays and weekends by night or day and shall include the attendant
incidental noise, odors, dust, and fumes assoiciated with  normally
accepted agricultural practices. It is hereby determined that whatever
the impact may be caused to others through the normal practice of
agriculture is more than offset by the benefits of farming to the
neighborhood, community, and society in general. 

FUTURE DISPUITS WILL BE HANDLED BY
THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION



NUISANCE FACTORS
NOISE: BREED SELECTION, PURPOSE BUILT STRUCTURES

SMELL: REGULAR CLEANING SCHEDULE, WASTE MANAGEMENT 
CONTAINMENT: SECURE STRUCTURES, LIVESTOCK AND PEST FENCING

POLLUTION: CONTAINED WASTE AND RUN OFF, PLANNED DISPOSAL



PRESS RELEASE
ON FEBRUARY 18 2025 THE PLYMOUTH BOH
RECINDED ALL LIVESTOCK REGULATIONS

GIVING THE AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION FULL
RESPONSIBILITY TO MEDIATE ANY DISPUTES.



15 compact
requirements

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Farm contacts and emergency numbers
Sufficient housing and yard space for each animal
clean housing and yard conditions
proper livestock containment
predator and rodent deterrence
daily food and fresh water scheduling and feeding
proper food storage
proper waste handling and disposal
noise mitigation efforts
proper health management
regular health checks
vaccination schedule and administration
appropriate biosecurity
isolation and quarantine procedures
safe and healthy live stock transportation
end of life consideration for livestock
record keeping 
community involvement; neighborhood and community outreach
compact: initial signing and renewal



LIVESTOCK LOG 
EXAMPLES



Read Compact document

Confirm current livestock operations and comply with Compact Requirements

Complete compact documentation: Farm and emergency contact information, structures:
houses and yards, livestock inventory, schedules: feed, water, health, health management
records (bring up to date)

Begin tracking and documenting operations: feed, water and waste management

Conduct a farm visit and Farm Compact walkthrough with Agricultural Commissioner

 Address noted issues or questions

Arrange and conduct Compact sign-off

Share Compact with Farm staff, service providers (vets), and (optionally) neighbors

FARM COMPACT: STEPS TO INITIAL ADOPTION



DISPUTE RESOLUTION PROCESS

Complaint received Complaint forwarded to
selectboard/AgComm

Mediation Initiated by 
Ag Planner and Member

Site visit conducted by 
Ag Planner and Member.
Adjustments are made and
Farmer agrees to join
compact

 Dispute is either resolved,
or continues to non-criminal
disposition. 



HELP US WRITE THE
MODULES FOR THE GOOD

FARMING PRACTICES
COMPACT!



Our new facebook page is live!

follow us @

PLYMOUTH MASS AGCOMM


